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Letter from the Chairman 2020 
 
What a strange and difficult world we find ourselves in. At the time of writing we 
have just entered the second period of lockdown. I hope that you are all 
remaining well and coping reasonably contentedly with the restrictions placed 
upon us. 

 
We were very sorry not to be able to hold an Annual General Meeting in 2020. As 
a result, there are no minutes to be included in this newsletter, but you will find in 
the following pages the Officers’ Reports, as at June, plus updates to October, and 
articles contributed by other local organisations and various items of local 
information. We hope that you will find these interesting. 

 
Since the last Newsletter we have been very pleased to welcome two new 
committee members – John Makinson and Peter Matza.  John has taken over as 
Treasurer from Geoff Platts and Peter has assumed the mantle of Planning 
Officer, formerly worn by Liz Jones. Liz has become our Environment Officer and 
Linda Flett will continue to be our liaison person for Amersham in Bloom. 

 
Geoff remains a member of the committee, but is taking a sabbatical at present. I 
believe that he had been Treasurer for over thirty years, so a break is well 
deserved. 

 
During the pandemic we have been holding our regular committee meetings using 
Zoom and, on the whole, this has worked well, although I think that we are all 
looking forward to the time when we can resume “real” meetings. We still have 
vacancies for more committee members and I would be delighted to hear from 
anyone who would be interested in joining in one of our Zoom meetings. I am 
very grateful to all the current committee members for their hard work and 
support over the last year. 

 
Unfortunately, no matter how well Lockdown 2 works in reducing the prevalence 
of Coronavirus, it is not going to be possible for us to hold the usual social evening 
for members in January 2021. If conditions permit, we will endeavour to organise 
something later in the year. 

 
You will find, elsewhere in these pages, the Notice of the 2021 Annual General 
Meeting, which we very much hope will be able to go ahead in the normal format. 
However, should that not prove possible, we will hold the AGM by Zoom and 
make arrangements for members who prefer not to participate in virtual 
meetings to vote by post. We had intended to make an amendment to the 
constitution at the 2020 AGM, to replace the need for the accounts to be audited, 



with a requirement for them to be inspected by an independent examiner. We 
are carrying this forward to the 2021 AGM. We have also taken the opportunity to 
review the constitution more generally and are proposing to make some further 
amendments to bring it up to date. Copies of both the existing and proposed 
versions will be found in the following pages. (The wording of the existing version 
dates from 1992, apart from an amendment made in 2004 to reduce the number 
of committee members required for a quorum.) 

 
Please continue to let us know your views on local matters.  The email address 
amershamdra@gmail.com can be used to reach all committee members. 
Committee members’ telephone numbers will be found later in this newsletter.  

 
We have commissioned someone to create a website for us and we hope that it 
will be up and running by the end of the year. The address will be 
www.amershamresidents.org.uk.   

 
Take care and stay safe. 

 
With best wishes, 

 
Carolyn Spencer 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Lee 
We learnt with much sadness of the death, in late 2019, of Tim Lee, who had 
served as an ADRA committee member in the 1980s and early 1990s. Tim was the 
association’s Planning Officer for a number of years and took over as Chairman on 
the retirement of Ray Palmer in April 1993. He left the committee later that year 
when he and his family moved from North Road to Dunsmore. We send our 
sincere condolences to his family. 
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Officer’s Reports Summer 2020 
 
Environment – Linda Flett 
 
With the onset of Covid19 the Town Council has been having a difficult time as 
most of the Amersham in Bloom volunteers are of the vulnerable age. However 
they have begun planting under road signs and areas where there are not too 
many people. The high street planters are looking great and the hanging baskets 
are now in place. With the new station lift being built there are no hanging 
baskets in that area. 
  
The Memorial Gardens have continued to be very popular with the public so it has 
been difficult for Amersham in Bloom to progress with the new Sensory 
Garden.  The Sphere water feature in the new area was provided by a grant, and 
will be finished shortly.  
 
The Britain in Bloom competition for 2020 has been cancelled, as has Old 
Amersham Heritage Day, planned for 6th September. 
 
All household refuse collection services are now back to normal, and both the 
local Household Recycling Centres have reopened, but it is compulsory to take 
proof of residence in Buckinghamshire when visiting one of the sites. 
 
 
Planning  – LIz Jones 
 
In the period since October 2019 we have seen significant changes both in the 
way planning processes will operate and the impact of development on the local 
area. 
 
Unitary Authority 
On 1 April 2020 Buckinghamshire Council was created and became the local 
planning authority (LPA) for the area previously covered by four local planning 
authorities (Aylesbury Vale District Council, Chiltern District Council, South Bucks 
District Council and Wycombe District Council) and the County Council which 
through the Development Control Committee, determined facilities such as 
schools, highways and waste sites.  
 
There are now five local planning areas, each with its own Planning Committee 
and a Strategic Sites Committee. 
 
Chiltern District is now covered by the East Buckinghamshire Planning Committee, 
with a new Chair and Deputy Chair. A Strategic Sites Committee, operating out of 



Aylesbury, has responsibility for sites which have a significant impact beyond the 
specific local area and sites fundamental to the implementation of an adopted or 
emerging Local Plan. For instance, King George V House and the site formerly 
occupied by Easts Builders Merchants are identified as strategic sites in the local 
plan. We understand that these larger sites will come under the control of the 
Strategic Sites Committee. Hence the planning decisions that will have the most 
significant impact on Amersham and Chesham Bois will be determined in 
Aylesbury. 
 
Local Development Plan 
The restructure may also have an impact sooner rather than later on the strategic 
plans for our area. The Chiltern and South Bucks local Plan 2016 -2036 is currently 
undergoing examination by the Planning Inspectorate to confirm it is sound, 
legally compliant and fulfils the duty to co-operate. Public hearings due to take 
place earlier this year were suspended due to Covid-19, therefore the 
Inspectorate has considered written responses only. The Inspectorate’s initial 
findings are that the Council has not adequately demonstrated that it has 
complied with its duty to co-operate with Slough Borough Council in respect of its 
unmet housing need. If it is confirmed that the Council has not considered 
reasonable alternatives for growth around Slough (entailing an expansion to the 
north of Slough’s boundaries into the area covered by South Bucks) the plan will 
need to be withdrawn.  
 
The Council refutes the conclusion reached and has requested a hearing to set out 
its position in person. The Inspectorate is amenable but it may be months before 
a face to face meeting can take place. If the examination results in a return to the 
drawing board, the plan will be drawn up by the new LPA and no doubt revisit the 
extent to which Green Belt is released for housing.  
 
Chiltern Lifestyle Centre 
Due for completion in Autumn 2021, building work began last November. To keep 
residents and users informed, a Community Liaison Committee (CLC) was set up 
between the developers, BAM Construction, the Council and stakeholder groups. 
ADRA is one of these groups. 
 
One of our members, Patrick Carroll, has tirelessly campaigned for the interests of 
affected residents to be taken into account during the build stage. Not least due 
to his efforts, the CLC was established and the first meeting took place in January. 
The meetings were to be held quarterly with written questions submitted in 
advance. Patrick raised the issue of parking availability becoming limited to 
around 40 places in the period after the facilities have opened and before the 
demolition of the Drake Hall. The issue is unresolved and clearly is one which will 
cause major disruption if alternative measures are not put in place, so Patrick is 



continuing to raise this issue with the Council. Other meetings were postponed 
due to Covid-19 but Patrick has continued to scrutinise amendments to the 
approved planning application. For instance, querying the removal of a 1.2-metre 
safety fence together with hedging around the skate park intended to absorb 
sound. It appears that due to concerns about anti-social behaviour and crime, the 
skate park needs to remain visible and these features are proposed to be 
removed. Discussions are ongoing. It is regrettable that due to current social 
distancing restrictions the liaison meetings have been put on hold. However a 
‘virtual’ CLC meeting is to be held in June, which Patrick & Peter Matza (our new 
Planning Officer) will be participating in.  On the positive side, the Contractor 
appears to be working considerately and efficiently, making good progress even 
during Lockdown 
 
Significant planning applications 
Trees, 36 Stanley Hill, Amersham, HP7 9HL – you may recall an application to 
demolish the existing building and build 10 apartments was withdrawn and 
replaced with one to build nine apartments in two buildings which claimed to be 
in keeping with the local area. We objected on the basis of this being an over 
development of the site and creating traffic hazard around the junction of Clare 
Park and Stanley Hill. The application was refused. 
 
Bank House, 61 Long Park, Chesham Bois, HP6 5LF – the original application was 
another over development, which planned to build four detached houses within 
the grounds of Bank House. Three of these were to be accessed from the narrow 
track leading to Little Rushmore and due to the rising ground, one of those would 
overlook properties in MacDonald Close, affecting their privacy. We objected on 
the grounds, amongst others, of the impact on the Established Residential Area of 
Special Character (ERASC), road and pedestrian safety and impact on the amenity 
of residents in MacDonald Close.  The application was refused but the applicant 
has appealed citing the development of 3 houses at Rowanlinden, 70 Long Park 
(within a few hundred yards) as a precedent for increasing the density of the 
ERASC. The appeal is ongoing and in the meantime the applicant has secured 
permission to build one house, accessed from Long Park, adjacent to Bank House 
and Woodlands Court. 
 
Green Park, Copperkins Lane, Amersham, HP6 5SS – this application was to 
extend the existing residential caravan site to provide 6 additional traveller 
pitches each containing a single static caravan and single touring caravan with 
associated hardstanding/infrastructure. This did not regularise the current illegal 
expansion of the site and we objected as there was no demonstrable need 
(according to the local plan which identifies the need to accommodate gypsy and 
traveller families in appropriate sites) to develop in the Green Belt with 
consequent harm to its openness and impact on the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 



Natural Beauty. The application was refused, the case to expand to support the 
health and education of named families on that site was not made and so there 
were no very special circumstances as required by planning law to create harm to 
the Green Belt. 
 
St Leonards Parish Centre, Glebe Way, Chesham Bois, HP6 5ND – this is perhaps 
the most contentious application made this year. It seeks to create a new 
multifunctional Parish Centre with cafe, day nursery building, replacement 
rectory, an additional house and 2 outbuildings with associated parking and 
landscaping. The setting is a woodland site within the Chesham Bois Conservation 
Area. The new centre would replace the need to use the Beacon School concert 
hall for overflow worship facilities and provide new offices for the Parish Council 
together with a dedicated nursery for Maryland pre-school and a larger facility 
than the village hall for hire. However, while the new worship centre could hold 
275 people, the woodland setting restricts parking spaces to 72. We do not want 
to stand in the way of a new community asset which offers benefits in terms of 
high-quality facilities for years to come. However, on balance we thought the 
expansion was too large for the site and the height of the main structure would 
impact on the setting of the Old Rectory, a Grade 2 listed building. Significantly, 
we considered parking assumptions too optimistic and that peak usage could 
force on street parking. The application is not yet decided. 
 
Some smaller intensifications have been refused by the planners, such as retail 
and office space on a vacant site opposite Regent Place on the pedestrian access 
to Sycamore Road car park (two previous applications were for apartments and 
it’s tempting to think this one would have resulted in a change of use from 
commercial to residential if it were successful); the demolition of a bungalow in 
order to erect a three storey building comprising an office and 2 flats in One Tree 
Place off Station Road; and, the demolition of a single house in Gayton Close, 
Chesham Bois in order to erect 4 detached houses with associated garages.  
 
It has been good to see the rejuvenation of Hill Avenue and Sycamore Road so 
that it now provides diverse and good quality shops. The new Lifestyle Centre 
should add to making Amersham a vibrant and well used town centre. We have 
much to be thankful for, living in an area rich in Arts and Crafts style housing, 
together with the historic Old Town and other conservation areas displaying their 
special characters. All set within the beautiful Chiltern Hills. It is no wonder that 
people choose to join us living here and it is just possible that as people appraise 
their housing choices post the Covid era, we will see an acceleration of that trend. 
 
 
 
 



Highways – Jon Jones 
 
Traffic volumes have been at an all-time low and so Transport for Bucks have 
brought forward repair works as far as possible, without causing major disruption 
and boosted by last year’s additional £1.2m Government grant. At the same time 
complying with government guidance on Covid precautions and with assessments 
of the likely availability of resources. 
 
Road works 
Major resurfacing, underway or recently completed: 

 Amersham Road, Penn Street – School Lane to Mop End Lane 

 A413 London Road East, Amersham. 

Including diversions and restrictions: 

 Old Amersham High St. until end July 

 Opposite Tesco’s until end July 

 Part resurfacing White Lion Rd. until October 

 Chesham Bois until October 

 Multiple sites Hill Avenue/Sycamore Rd./King George V Rd. until 

September overall. 

Improvement schemes 
None, other than the A355 project connecting Amersham, Beaconsfield with the 
M40 and the HS2 enabling works. 
 
HS2 enabling works  

 Widening work at the Gore Hill roundabout 

 Access to Amersham vent shaft, A413-A404 crematorium roundabout, 

completion 4th July. 

Parking 
To support the local community, key workers and volunteers during the 
Coronavirus outbreak, at the time of writing, all Council car parks and on-street 
parking are free to use until further notice.  (This may change at any time. Up to 
date information can be found at: https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/parking.)  
 
On street parking restrictions are now being enforced. 
 
To summarise the Amersham parking review which took place earlier in the year: 
48 roads were in the first consultation and a further 11 were added in based on 
feedback, many comments were received and submitted by ADRA on members’ 
behalf. Further to this, 21 were removed from the parking review and the 

https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/parking


remaining proposals will go to formal consultation (legal advertisement) late June, 
with the physical work scheduled for completion by the end of the year. 
Timescales are subject to change though. 
 
Finally, the improved Buckinghamshire Council website is intuitive and 
informative, providing information on current and future work plus an easy way 
to register road defects – for example potholes and blocked gullies - and to track 
progress. 
 
 
HS2/Water – Liz Jones 
 
Amersham water Treatment Works temporary filtration system 
Temporary storage and treatment tanks are now installed behind Amersham 
pumping station (completed May 2020). According to the Affinity Water project 
manager, ground water is extracted from the Amersham bore hole to be treated 
to remove chalk from drinking water, caused by HS2 tunnelling through the 
aquifer. The storage facilities will be removed (5 years estimated) once the HS2 
tunnelling is completed and there are no adverse effects to the water supply. 
 
Work has also started to fence off a 4 km long and 30m wide corridor between 
Chalfont St Giles and Amersham to construct a trunk main that can pipe 4.5million 
litres of water a day from the bore hole in Chalfont St Giles to Amersham for 
treatment, supplementing the Amersham bore hole when necessary. No 
footpaths will be blocked by the fencing, though there will be temporary 
disruption when actually digging that section of trench. Pipeline work is planned 
for completion Oct 2020. 
 
HS2 is funding all the work.  
 
According to Affinity Water’s web site, traffic lights will be installed on the A413 
between the Stanley Hill and Gore Hill roundabouts 22 June-13 July presumably 
due to building the pipeline. 
 
Separate works to renew a mains supply is taking place by the Gore Hill 
roundabout. Site works can be seen there. 
 
HS2 impacts 
Environmental impacts of tunnelling in the Chilterns raise concerns about 
pollution of drinking water; the abstraction of water from the aquifer (to remove 
slurry during the drilling stage); and the contamination of groundwater from 
pollutants held in the chalk. 



Over abstraction is already a major problem in the Chilterns with a significant 
impact on the Misbourne and Chess. Apart from the mitigation work above re 
drinking water, there is no agreed solution to HS2’s water supply needs and 
ongoing concerns about environmental contamination. Chalk was recently 
released into Shardeloes Lake which was reported to the Environment Agency as 
HS2 were drilling within 200m of the lake. Earlier this month the Environment 
Agency said there was no pollution found and HS2 deny that its drilling affected 
the lake.  
 
Regarding HS2 water supply needs Environmental Services Data Ltd produce a 
useful article at https://www.endsreport.com/article/1664254/why-hs2s-
groundwater-impacts-scrutiny 
 
It includes the quote ‘HS2 told ENDS in a statement that it was working with both 
Thames and Affinity Water and the Environment Agency to find a solution that did 
not “add any significant new burden to the chalk aquifer or take any water from 
vulnerable chalk streams”. 
 
 
Membership – Malcolm Flack 
 
Membership has slightly taken a downward turn in the last year.  At this time the 
records now stand at 556 households which are being represented.  
 
We still have been placing an information leaflet about the association in 
numerous places across the district which contains an invitation to become a 
member. If you feel you may be able to help us to swell the numbers and 
encourage some more members within the area then please do make contact 
with me for supplies of the leaflet. 
 
Do please keep us informed of your change of address or contact details for the 
records so that we may easily communicate matters of concern and or interest via 
e-mail in particular.  We still have a small percentage of members that are not 
listed with an e-mail address and therefore please consider letting us have yours if 
you are one of those. It should be sent to me via the new association e-mail 
address:  amershamdra@gmail.com  
 
Stay safe and enjoy the summer.  
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PROPOSED RULES AND CONSTITUTION  
AMENDMENTS SHOWN IN ITALICS 
 
Membership 
All residents aged 18 and over shall be eligible to join, on payment of the current 
subscription, the amount of which shall be agreed annually by the Management 
Committee 
 
Accounts 
The Committee shall furnish Income and Expenditure Accounts as at 31st 
December each year. The Association’s accounts shall be inspected annually by an 
Independent Examiner of Accounts appointed at each Annual General Meeting. 
 
Management 
The Association shall be managed by a Committee which shall consist of not more 
than 18 members, who will appoint from among their number, a Chairman, 
Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer; also such other officers as they 
deem necessary. These officers will serve until the first meeting of the Committee 
following the next Annual General Meeting, at which they may be reappointed by 
a simple majority. 
 
Five members of the Committee shall form a quorum. The Committee shall meet 
not less than four times a year. Members shall be elected for a term of 3 years at 
the Annual General Meeting, but each retiring member may be eligible for re-
election.  The Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancies by co-option. 
Nominations for the Committee can be given in writing beforehand, or taken from 
the floor at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Meetings 
The Annual General Meeting shall be held before the 31st August each year and 
at least 14 days’ notice must be given. Special Meetings may be called at the 
discretion of the Committee or on a petition signed by at least 21 members, 
stating the object for which the meeting is to be convened, and no other business 
shall be transacted at it. 
 
Termination of the Association 
Should the Association, for any reason, cease to function, a decision to terminate 
it may be taken by a simple majority of the Management Committee. In the above 
event all funds and assets of the Association, including membership subscriptions, 
are to be distributed among any local or national charities as determined by a 
simple majority of the Management Committee. 
 
 



Alteration of the Rules 
The Rules and Constitution may only be altered at an Annual General Meeting or 
a special meeting called for that purpose. Such proposed alterations must be 
published in the announcement convening such a meeting of which at least 14 
days’ notice must be given. Any alteration must be carried by a two-thirds 
majority of those present and shall become effective immediately. 
 
Aims of the Association: 
To encourage and support any actions which: 
 
a)  Help to maintain or improve the quality of life for residents in Amersham, 
Chesham Bois and surrounding areas; 
 
b) Help to maintain or improve the local environment, especially with respect to 
the Green Belt, Conservation areas or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 
To maintain effective communication between residents and the Local Councils 
and other relevant agencies. 
 
To co-operate with other relevant agencies within the area. 
 
To maintain an active, non-party-political, stance in local affairs in order to 
represent all residents. 
 
RULES AND CONSTITUTION (Current) 

 
Membership 
All residents aged 18 and over shall be eligible to join, on payment of the current 
subscription, the amount of which shall be agreed annually by the Management 
Committee 

 
Accounts 
The Committee shall furnish Income and Expenditure Accounts as at 31st 
December each year. The Association’s accounts shall be audited annually by an 
Honorary Auditor appointed at each Annual General Meeting. 

 
Management 
The Association shall be managed by a Committee which shall consist of not more 
than 18 members, who will appoint from among their number, a Chairman, 
Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer; also such other officers as they 
deem necessary. These officers will serve until the first meeting of the Committee 
following the next Annual General Meeting, where they can be reappointed by a 
simple majority. 



Five members of the Committee shall form a quorum. The Committee shall meet 
not less than four times a year. Members shall be elected for a term of 3 years at 
the Annual General Meeting, but each retiring member may be eligible for re-
election.  The Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancies by co-option. 
Nominations for the Committee can be given in writing beforehand, or taken from 
the floor at the Annual General Meeting. 

 
Meetings 
The Annual General Meeting shall be held before the 31st May each year and at 
least 14 days’ notice must be given. Special Meetings may be called at the 
discretion of the Committee or on a petition signed by at least 21 members, 
stating the object for which the meeting is to be convened, and no other business 
shall be transacted at it. 
 
Termination of the Association 
Should the Association, for any reason, cease to function, a decision to terminate 
it may be taken by a simple majority of the Management Committee. In the above 
event all funds and assets of the Association, including membership subscriptions, 
are to be distributed among any local or national charities as determined by a 
simple majority of the Management Committee. 

 
Alteration of the Rules 
The Rules and Constitution may only be altered at an Annual General Meeting or 
a special meeting called for that purpose. Such proposed alterations must be 
published in the announcement convening such a meeting of which at least 14 
days’ notice must be given. Any alteration must be carried by a two-thirds 
majority of those present and shall become effective immediately. 

 
Aims of the Association: 
To be a non-party organisation 

 
To preserve the rural character of the district with particular emphasis on the 
Green Belt, Conservation Areas and the environment in general 

 
To represent local citizens and to protect their interests when these are 
threatened 

 
To co-operate with similar organisations within the district 

 
As amended April 2004 
 
 

 



Planning Officer’s Update  - Peter Matza 
 
Peter Matza took over the Planning Officer role from Liz Jones in Spring 2020.   
 
On 1 April 2020 Buckinghamshire Council was created and became the local 
planning authority for the area previously covered by four local planning 
authorities, namely Aylesbury Vale District Council, Chiltern District Council, South 
Bucks District Council and Wycombe District Council, as well as Buckinghamshire 
County Council which was responsible for Minerals and Waste Planning. 
 
Following the establishment of the Bucks Council Unitary authority, we are now 
East Buckinghamshire Area and covered by its Planning Committee. A Strategic 
Sites Planning Committee sits in Aylesbury, with responsibility for sites of more 
than local interest and required for implementing the local plan. Now the UA is 
the Local Planning Authority, the local area has therefore lost some decision 
making responsibility. 
 
At its meeting on 21 October 2020, Buckinghamshire Council resolved to 
withdraw the existing Local Plan and the statement which sets out how the five 
year housing land requirement will be assessed for the new local planning 
authority can be viewed here: 
 
https://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/7085/Chiltern-and-South-Bucks-Local-
Plan-2036 
 
Work has started on the new Buckinghamshire Local Plan, which will set out the 
Council’s planning framework for years ahead. 
 
The Government's recent changes in planning law, and the Planning White Paper 
proposing a brand new way to create local plans, reinforces the benefits of a new 
Buckinghamshire Local Plan. The Council has reviewed the proposed changes set 
out in the White Paper, which suggests significant changes to the current planning 
system in England, covering plan-making, development management and 
development contributions.  The consultation is now closed and responses are 
currently being assessed by the Government. 
 
ADRA reviews between 15 and 20 local planning applications every month and 
where a general concern is seen it is reviewed and the Committee will take a view 
on what action to take. In specific circumstances, when we are contacted by 
members of the public (not always members of ADRA) with their concerns, we 
will again take a view whether to object to a proposal. We welcome contact from 
all ADRA members on planning issues.  
 

https://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/7085/Chiltern-and-South-Bucks-Local-Plan-2036
https://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/7085/Chiltern-and-South-Bucks-Local-Plan-2036


In addition we keep a watching and engagement brief in wider planning and 
environmental issues outside local scope, such as the Chilterns Lifestyle Centre 
and, of course, HS2. 
 
Over the year, we have seen a wide range of planning proposals in the area, many 
of which have been approved without undue concern.  Some however have 
remained contentious over the whole period.   
 
ADRA has objected on several occasions to developments including among others, 
4 The Rise and 133 White Lion Road unsuccessfully, and Green Park (Copperkins 
Lane) and 61 Long Park (Chesham Bois) – successfully. 
 
Of Note / Outstanding (November 2020) 
 
St Leonards Parish Centre, Glebe Way, Chesham Bois HP6 5ND PL/20/0401/FA  
Following an initial rejection, a revised application to develop the site to create a 
new multifunctional Parish Centre was submitted in the middle of September.  
The revision has been greeted with overwhelming local opposition based on 
overdevelopment, impact on local area and so on.    
 
ADRA objected to the revision on broadly similar grounds to our original 
objection.  We know that the Environmental Health department of Bucks Council 
had no overall objection but recommended several conditions to the council.  A 
decision is pending. 
 
Amersham Common, White Lion Road, Amersham HP7 9JY PL/20/3239/OA 
The planning application seeks consent for:  
“Outline planning permission for residential development (Class C3) for 100% 
Affordable Housing including new allotment site with associated access, 
landscaping, open space and drainage infrastructure at land off White Lion Road, 
Amersham. All matters are reserved.” 
 
ADRA has not yet objected but NB the leader of Bucks Council, Cllr Martin Tett is 
among those objecting on Green Belt grounds along with Little Chalfont Parish 
Council. 
 
A table of selected planning applications and decisions for the last year is 
appended. 
 
 
 
 
 



Selected Planning Applications 
 

 
PL/19/0530/FA Trees, 36 Stanley Hill 
Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two apartment 
buildings 

 

 
Application 
refused 

 
PL/19/1299/FA Green Park, Copperkins Lane 
Change of use of land to extend existing residential caravan 
site to provide 6 additional traveller pitches 

 

 
Application 
refused 

 
PL/19/1414/FA  Our Ladies Catholic Primary School 
Part single, part two storey hall extension and stair link to 
provide new school entrance, school administration and  
staff facilities 
 

 
Conditional 
permission 

 
PL/19/2934/FA  Bank House, 61 Long Park 
Retention of Bank House and erection of four detached  
dwellings with associated garages, etc. 
(A subsequent application to erect just one new house was 
approved) 
 

 
Application 
refused 

 
PL/19/3658/FA  24 Abrahams Close 
Rear dormer to facilitate loft conversion 
 

 
Conditional 
permission 

 
PL/20/0369/FA  Land adjacent to River Misbourne,  
Quarrendon Mill, London Road East 
Construction of a raised bund, to restore the original path of 
the Misbourne between the Stanley Hill roundabout and 
Quarrendon Mill 
 

 
Approved 

 
PL/20/0269/PNO  10 Hill Avenue 
Change of use from office to 3 x one bedroom and 1 x two 
bedroom residential units 
 
 

 
Prior approval 
given 



 
PL/20/0401/FA  St Leonards Parish Centre, Glebe Way 
Redevelopment of site to create a new multifunctional Parish 
Centre, with café, day nursery building, replacement 
rectory, additional staff dwelling, etc. 
 

 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 

 
PL/19/4323/FA  Land at Gamlyn Gay, Gayton Close 
(Revised application) Erection of new detached dwelling and 
detached garage 
(An application to erect four houses on this plot was refused 
in 2019) 
 

 
 
Approved 

 
PL/20/0456/FA  7 One Tree Place, Station Road 
Demolition of existing bungalow, erection of three-storey 
building comprising office and two flats 
 

 
Application 
refused 

 
PL/20/0041/FA  Land at rear of 59 & 61 Rickmansworth Rd  
Erection of part two-storey/part single-storey building 
comprising ground floor retail unit and first floor offices 
(A previous application to build flats on this site was also 
refused) 
 

 
Application 
refused 

 
PL/20/1513/FA  Amersham Common House, 133 White Lion Rd  
Demolition of garage and erection of two semi-detached town 
houses 
 

 
Conditional 
approval 

 
PL/20/2626/FA  Westlands, 4 The Rise 
Demolition of existing detached dwelling and erection of one 
3-bed detached dwelling and one 4-bed detached dwelling 
 

 
Conditional 
permission 

 
PL/20/3239/OA Land between Bendrose Lodge and 139 White 
Lion Road 
Application for outline planning permission for residential 
development 
 

 
Ongoing 

 



Autumn 2020 Environment Report –Liz Jones 
 
HS2 
The big news in our local environment is of course HS2. You now cannot fail to see 
signs of the construction work being carried out on the Amersham and Chalfont St 
Giles ventilation shafts. While there are delays in actually commencing excavation 
of the tunnel, groundworks for the ventilation shafts can be seen from public 
footpaths and main roads in the area. 
 
While construction is a temporary/medium term blot on the landscape, the final 
structures will be with us for the foreseeable future. The ventilation shaft 
headhouse at Bottom House Farm Lane will be a low profile barn like structure, 
but the proposals for the Amersham shaft building (adjacent to Whielden Lane at 
the roundabout intersecting the A413 and the A404) are for an ‘expressive 
sculptural building’ as the gateway to Amersham. This is totally at odds to the 
initial proposals that saw the five vent shaft headhouses as unobtrusive barn like 
structures that would blend into the AONB. However, the design consulted on in 
the summer informed us that ‘It will be surrounded by a spiral weathered steel 
wall designed to echo the shape of the site and the natural tones of the 
surroundings…… On top of the building, aluminium fins will help disguise it, soften 
views and help to reflect light when viewed from further away’. We will know 
shortly if consultation results in this flight of fancy becoming toned down. You can 
form your own views of the proposed design from the photo attached. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Environmental impacts of tunnelling in the Chilterns raise concerns about the 
impact on natural underground reservoirs and disturbance to the delicate balance 
of the River Misbourne resulting in it and Shardeloes Lake drying up. The long 
term effects are therefore less reversible than headhouse designs. 
 
 
Affinity water pipeline and treatment works 
Again on the topic of HS2, tunnelling through the Chilterns aquifer has 
necessitated the construction of a water main between the Chalfont St Giles and 
Amersham pumping stations to take water to a newly constructed treatment 
works at Amersham pumping station. This is to treat the drinking water which will 
become cloudy with chalk and other contaminants released from the chalk during 
the period when the tunnel is being dug close to the Chalfont St Giles pumping 
station. The water main can pipe 4.5million litres of water a day from the bore 
hole in Chalfont St Giles to Amersham for treatment, supplementing the 
Amersham bore hole when necessary. 
 
A 4km long and 30m wide corridor of land, running roughly parallel to the 
Misbourne and adjacent to the South Bucks Way, has been fenced off during 
construction. Work commenced in June and the ground should be restored by the 
end of this year. Temporary storage and treatment tanks are now installed behind 
Amersham pumping station but work will not be completed to make the pipeline 
operational until February 2021. The treatment tanks are clearly visible as a major 
extension to the facilities at the Amersham pumping station and will be removed 
once the tunnelling is completed and no further water contamination is occurring. 
This is likely to be at least five years hence, though a different solution may be 
required if the planned infrastructure does not fully resolve drinking water 
contamination issues. A release of chalky water into Shardeloes lake was 
observed a couple of months ago when an HS2 related bore hole was being drilled 
nearby. Fortunately, the Environment Agency declared that no contamination of 
the lake had taken place. So we hope that all will be well with our drinking water 
supplies during the construction phase of the Chilterns tunnel. 
 
 
River Misbourne 
More construction work can currently be observed in the grazing field adjacent to 
the A413 Amersham bypass where a meandering channel is being dug to divert 
the current straight course of the Misbourne as it emerges from under the bypass 
and towards Quarrendon Mill. 
 
Affinity Water Notices state that between September and November 2020 a 1km 
stretch of the Misbourne will be repositioned to be more closely aligned with its 
more meandering original course. The current channel is deemed over wide and 



straight, the restoration will create an informal wetland. The new channel will be 
fenced off to prevent the banks from being poached and livestock entering the 
channel. This fencing is permanent and according to the artists impression 
appears fairly unobtrusive. Cattle crossing points will be installed.  
 
The river running through the two arable fields approaching Quarrenden Mill will 
not be re-routed or fenced off. The river at this point has already received 
extensive work to remove overhanging shrubs and trees and the dilapidated 
footbridge across the Misbourne has been replaced. 
 
Enhancements in the Memorial Gardens 
While Amersham on the Hill continues to see greening projects, such as the 
addition of planters outside the Sorting Office and in Sycamore Road, the 
Memorial Gardens now have the addition of the Old Amersham Sensory Garden.  
 

 
 
 

Local Community Board – Carolyn Spencer 
 
This is a new group set up by Buckinghamshire Council, to replace the Local Area 
Forum. The Amersham Board, which consists of representatives from various local 
councils and many other organisations, including ADRA, covers Amersham, 
Chesham Bois, Little Chalfont and Coleshill. The ADRA representatives are Jon 
Jones and Liz Jones. 
 
The priorities set for 2020/21 are:  Covid-19 recovery; village and town centre 
revival; green issues and the environment; and the health and well-being of young 
people. It is intended that these priorities will help the board to determine where 
to take action and how to allocate funding to improve the local area. 

Designed, created and installed by Amersham 
Town Council, it includes a barefoot path, 
curved seating area, water feature and raised 
beds. There is also sensory planting, such as 
herbs, grasses, colourful perennials, scented 
flowers, roses and pollinators. A description 
does not do it justice, it really is a delight and 
to encourage you to visit we include a photo. 
The project was funded by Buckinghamshire 
Council and the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities & Local Government. 



 
Liz Walsh 

Buckinghamshire Councillor, Amersham and Chesham Bois 
Amersham Town Councillor, Amersham on the Hill Ward 

 
On 31 March this year Chiltern District Council ceased to exist. On 1 April 2020 
Buckinghamshire Council – comprising all four District Councils in 
Buckinghamshire and Buckinghamshire County Council – became one unified 
whole. Hopefully you didn’t notice the change. Ten days into the first lockdown 
massive efforts were put in by the new Council to keep all services running while 
at the same time supporting vulnerable residents through that worrying time. 
Some initiatives went from strength to strength. 
 
Chiltern Lifestyle Centre 
Coivid-19 didn’t stop the building work – as you’ll no doubt have seen. The 
construction company BAM anticipates carrying on - as they have been all year - 
with mitigation measures in place on site. Construction work is still specifically 
cited by Government as being one of those activities that should continue. 
Because of social distancing requirements and the growing workforce, additional 
welfare facilities are required and office cabins are being installed at the rear of 
the Chiltern Avenue car park in late December/early January, in the space 
between the Youth Club and the Community Centre. 
 
On site, the steel frame is fully installed, exposing the full extent of the building. 
Significant progress has been made with concreting to upper floor slabs, cladding 
and roofing works. The dive pool has now been constructed and works on the 
main swimming pool are advancing. External wall construction is ongoing, window 
installation has commenced and internally, BAM has begun services installation, 
blockwork and dry-lined wall construction. 
 
The next steps are installation of the main roof services plant including a specialist 
swimming pool filtration plant. The existing Chiltern pools produce 50% of the 
carbon footprint in the whole of Chiltern District. The Lifestyle Centre, along with 
the improvements to the Centres at Chesham and Chalfont will significantly 
reduce the district’s Co2 emissions and will be one of only two A-rated buildings 
of this kind in the country. 
 
The Lifestyle Centre is still well on track for its planned opening in the Autumn of  
2021. 



Skate park and playground 
The brand new skate park, children’s play area, outdoor gym and street snooker 
opened just in time for the summer holidays. There are also a number of 
accessible pieces of equipment including the roundabout, trampoline and nest 
swing with other elements of the play equipment able to be used with assistance. 
As work on the Chilterns Lifestyle Centre development continues a more familiar 
and traditional playground for younger children will be installed. 
 
Amersham Community Board 
I’m vice-chair of the Amersham Community Board which is a new body set up by 
Buckinghamshire Council in April. Each year the Board looks at what matters to 
our local area the most, using data and local intelligence to help determine the 
priorities the Board will focus on. Residents, partners, local groups and 
organisations are already involved. Priorities for 2020/21 are: 
 

 Covid-19 Recovery 

 Village and town centre revival 

 Green issues and the environment 

 Health and wellbeing of young people 

At our last Board meeting on 4 November 2020 we allocated funding to: 
Amersham Scouts, the new Amersham Youth Council, Voices and Choices, 
Chiltern Radio, Little Chalfont Community Association Coronavirus Support and 
Citizens Advice. 
 
Totally Amersham 
Town centre revival is now more urgent than ever. TOTALLY AMERSHAM is an 
important initiative by the Amersham Community Board to bring the community 
together across Amersham on the Hill, Amersham Old Town and Chesham Bois in 
support of our local shops, services and businesses. A Facebook page is up and 
running offering online promotion to those businesses for free. The Board 
strongly believes in backing our local shopping streets and helping them through 
this difficult time. For more information email: hello@square1marketing.co.uk; 
phone: 01494 733650; website: https://square1marketing.co.uk/totally-
amersham/ 
 
 
 
 
Members may find the following link interesting. There are time-lapse pictures as 
well as current status of the Lifestyle Centre https://tinyurl.com/y3hxtfgo 
 

mailto:hello@square1marketing.co.uk
https://square1marketing.co.uk/totally-amersham/
https://square1marketing.co.uk/totally-amersham/
https://tinyurl.com/y3hxtfgo


 

 
 
 

 



HS2 – Carolyn Spencer 
 
Preliminary works in the local area are well under way. A new access road is being 
created, off the A413 between Amersham and Chalfont St. Giles, parallel with 
Bottom House Farm Lane. The associated traffic lights are causing some 
disruption to traffic at times. 

Work is planned to commence in November to “enhance” the junction of the 
A413 with the A355 (the Gore Hill roundabout). These works are being 
undertaken because these roads will form one of the construction lorry routes for 
the HS2 programme of works. 

The contractors will be widening the existing road approaches and carrying out 
associated road improvement works. It is said that, to minimise the disruption to 
the community and motorists, they will be carrying out the work in three phases, 
using traffic management.  

Works in phase 1 (November 2020) will take place overnight, but it is not clear 
whether the same will apply to phases 2 and 3. 

Phase 2 relates to utility diversions and is scheduled for the period from late 
November to the end of January 2021 (excluding the holiday period). 

Phase 3 (remaining works) is planned for February to spring 2021. 

HS2 will be hosting a webinar in the evening of Tuesday 12
th

 January to provide 
further information about these works. You can register for the webinar at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hs2-amersham-works-update-tickets-
126543987473  
 
HS2 Helpdesk hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk  Freephone 08081 434 434 
 
To subscribe for news updates for HS2 in Bucks and Oxfordshire register at 
https://hs2inbucksandoxfordshire.commonplace.is  
 

 
Potholes, Roadworks, etc. 
Report a pothole or other highways problem:  
https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk  
 
Roadworks updates:  
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/weekly-roadworks-update/ 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hs2-amersham-works-update-tickets-126543987473
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hs2-amersham-works-update-tickets-126543987473
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
https://hs2inbucksandoxfordshire.commonplace.is/
https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/weekly-roadworks-update/


Rotate Amersham 

Rotate is a small community group set up under the umbrella of the Rotary Club 
of Amersham. We are all passionate volunteers who believe there are many 
people, of all ages, who would love to help in the community, but may not want 
to commit to something regular or don’t know how or where to find out what 
they can do to make a difference. 

Our aim is to address issues that need our support and in so doing, provide local 
people with an opportunity to get involved in supporting the local community, 
with a more flexible approach. This could be in the form of getting involved in a 
project or simply baking a cake for an event. 

During the early part of the Covid pandemic, Amersham Rotate helped to 
organise a lunch club (known as The Tiffin Club) to provide meals a couple of days 
a week to some elderly folk who needed support. Local Re-engage (formerly 
Contact the Elderly) co-ordinators were asked to nominate potential recipients. 

The project was a team effort, the meals being funded by an anonymous donor. 
Initially food was cooked by a chef at Koho Café in Little Chalfont and in the last 
few weeks by Sue Fisher of Every Eventuality. The drivers who delivered the meals 
were members of Rotate or volunteers, whilst a Rotate member also did the food 
shopping when meals were cooked by Koho. 
 
It was a very rewarding initiative to be part of and all the recipients have been 
hugely appreciative. We were delighted that the project once again illustrated 
how Rotate works so well with flexible volunteering and organising things 
remotely. 
 
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/AmershamRotate/ 
 
Contributed by a Rotate member. 
 
 
 

Coronavirus 
Information on services, support and advice for local residents during the 
Coronavirus pandemic can be found at: 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-hub/help-
individuals/ 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AmershamRotate/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-hub/help-individuals/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-hub/help-individuals/


Amersham in Bloom 
Steve Catanach 

Town Clerk - Community and Services 
Amersham Town Council 

 
Back in March, the Town Council’s proposals for Amersham In Bloom 2020 were 
completely thrown in up in the air due to Covid 19, however, we were unwavering 
in our determination to ensure that Amersham would continue to make 
improvements, that the town would remain colourful, and that we would 
continue to increase our environmental responsibility.  
 
Fast forward eight months and I am delighted to report, that through the 
commitment of the Town Council and the volunteers, we achieved many of our 
aspirations. The highlights of our triumphs include: 
 

 The completion of the largest bug hotel in Buckinghamshire. With the 
spring lockdown halting group sessions and indeed our efforts to ‘fill the 
rooms’ in the bug hotel, staff and volunteers were tasked with creating 
‘their own’ mini bug hotels, at home, which we have subsequently 
slotted into the structure. Located in Pondwicks, the bug hotel is the 
largest in Buckinghamshire, perhaps even the UK. 

 At the start of the year, over 400 residents, including many families, 
joined us to plant over 425 trees at Willow Wood. Delighted with the 
turnout, perhaps our best engagement project to date, we have 
arranged another community tree planting event on 1st January 2021- 
please join us between 10am and 12pm.   
Willow Wood, a hidden gem of Amersham, is located behind Stanley Hill 
Cemetery. In addition to planting woodland trees, the Town Council, in 
partnership with the residents, has recently planted cherry and 
hawthorn trees in the grass verges in The Rise.  

 The creation of the Old Amersham Sensory Garden. Proving extremely 
popular, our flagship project is a wonderful addition to the Memorial 
Gardens. With features including grasses, colourful companion planting, 
a barefoot path, herbs, unique bird feeders and a water feature, the 
garden is overflowing with interest. The sensory Garden has been funded 
by Buckinghamshire Council and the Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government. 
 

With the promise to ‘bring colour to the community’, the priority of Amersham in 
Bloom was to ensure that Amersham remained full of colour despite the hurdles 
that were put in front of us…. Gratefully, as I walked along the main 
thoroughfares this summer - the hanging baskets flourishing, the beds full of 



interest, and the planters sparkling with colour - I beamed with pride, proud of 
Amersham and all that we have achieved as a community. As other towns 
struggled, through no fault of their own, Amersham gleamed. We had achieved 
our goal.  
 
Earlier this month, the bloom team were thrilled to receive appreciation from the 
RHS and Thames and Chiltern in Bloom who presented the Council with a 
certificate of recognition and a certificate for inspiring others in 2020. A certificate 
of recognition was also awarded to Amersham in Bloom for the Memorial 
Gardens. Each award is a testament to the effort and dedication of all involved. 
On behalf of the bloom team, thank you to all the residents who have been so 
supportive this year - your comments, perhaps more than ever, have been an 
inspiration. 
 
I would also like to thank ADRA for the continued support. In addition to working 
in partnership with the Council to bring the new ‘town sign’ which was installed 
on Sycamore Corner in summer, the group has recently supported a very exciting 
project revamp of the verge at Oakfield Corner. While I cannot give away too 
much, this remarkable installation is ‘on track’ to be installed in spring.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On behalf of all residents, ADRA would like to thank Amersham Town Council 
and its staff and all the Amersham in Bloom volunteers for their hard work this 

year, keeping our town looking good, in very challenging circumstances. We 
congratulate them on the receipt of the RHS Certificate. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We run a door to door, round trip service using our bespoke, easy access 
minibuses and with our trained caring drivers, so our users feel both safe and 
trusting. Some 65% of our users are elderly and a similar percentage use 
wheelchairs or rollators. We have around 500 regular users on our books and in 
normal times we would be operating about 1,000 passenger journeys a month. 
 
Reasons for using our services cover attending hospital or clinic appointments, 
attending stroke or MS group meetings, attending day centres, shopping or simply 
for social visits. We have also organised day outings and helped with other group 
events such as the major gathering last year of socially isolated residents in the 
Elgiva theatre in Chesham as part of the Jo Cox inspired Great Get Together. 
Whilst some of our clients live in care homes, many are living on their own, and 
for them the service provides a real lifeline.    
 
We do normally charge a fee for our service and ask for an affiliation fee from 
regular users. These fees are heavily subsidised thanks to the strong support from 
Buckinghamshire Council, in the form of generous grants, and donations from 
other organisations and private individuals.   
 
We work closely with local community support organisations who often refer 
their contacts to us.  These include the Council supported Prevention Matters, 
The Street Association, The Bucks Old People Action Group, Community Impact 
Bucks, Contact the Elderly, local Stroke Association, local MS Society, Bucks Mind 
etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Chilterns Dial-a-Ride 
 
For those people that don’t know us, Chilterns Dial-a-
Ride is a registered charity that provides a person-
centred, accessible and safe transport service for 
people living in or close to the Chiltern Hills (primarily in 
the old Chiltern and Wycombe Districts) who have 
mobility or other problems which mean they cannot 
drive or use public transport. 
 

 

N 

November 2020 

November 2020 



Covid 19 
OUR MISSION DURING THIS CRISIS is to help our clients and other vulnerable 
people in the local area with their transport needs as much as we can. 
 
Everyone who has been using our service has been greatly affected by the corona 
virus. Most of our regular clients are in the vulnerable category and so unwilling 
to leave the house for anything other than essential trips. Regular social visits 
have all but ceased. We have however continued to operate a service including 
helping with food bank distribution but we have also been giving a free service to 
all those with mobility problems and who need to get to GP or hospital 
appointments, or even out to do some essential shopping. 
 
For those who we have been helping, we have made a huge difference. They are 
often worried and very cautious about going out at all. With us, their experience 
has been getting to their appointment with a caring driver, with all safety and 
Covid secure precautions being very carefully made, including travelling at a safe 
distance (large minibus, with driver at the front, passenger in the rear). They are 
picked up on time, taken to their appointment on time, seen to the door, and met 
and collected when required and safely returned home.   
 
We have made it known to the Buckinghamshire Council Community Hub 
organisers, to all GP surgeries and other community organisations that we are 
continuing to make available a minibus and a driver every day of the working 
week to be used for whatever purpose that would help during the Covid 19 crisis. 
 
We have also helped the two main food banks in our area of operation - Chiltern 
Food Bank based in Chesham and One Can Trust in Wycombe. Our role in helping 
food distribution has been important with demand for deliveries to recipients 
increasing exponentially during the pandemic.  
 
If you think you could benefit from our service, or know someone else who might, 
then please contact us using the details below. 
 
David Ouvry 
Chairman 
The Chilterns Dial-a-Ride 
 
Email: admin@chiltern-dial-a-ride.net 
website: www.chiltern-dial-a-ride.net 
Telephone:01494 766123 
Registered Charity Number: 1161606  
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Chesham & District Transport Users’ Group (‘CDTUG’) 
 
ADRA members will recall that I prepared a short note about 12 months ago 
describing exactly what CDTUG does and the work that our members had been 
undertaking, particularly in relation to the Step-Free Access (“SFA”) project at 
Amersham Station.  I also provided copies of plans we had been able to obtain 
from Transport for London (“TfL”) to give an idea of what we expected the final 
result to be. 
 
The SFA project is undoubtedly our greatest success to date and we are of course 
very proud to have achieved our objective of having had it built finally, because of 
the great deal of time and effort we had expended on it over the years.  However, 
we recognise that the only reason we were finally able to achieve our objective 
was because we joined forces with Amersham Action Group (“AAG”), who despite 
their name are not a bunch of vigilantes, but rather a Group that works tirelessly 
to enhance the infrastructure and facilities generally available to all members of 
the public in Amersham.  With their help and the benefit of their knowledge, 
coupled with a slightly different approach, we were able to convince TfL that it 
really had to give Amersham priority over many other worthy station candidates 
that were competing for the relatively limited funds available. 
 
You will recall that I said last year that CDTUG had been campaigning for about 10 
years to get this SFA built, which is not only vital for the physically disabled, who 
find it almost impossible to access the street from Northbound trains, but also for 
the elderly, together with young mothers with prams and pushchairs.  It was also 
a matter very close to our hearts because several members of both CDTUG and 
AAG suffer physical disabilities themselves. One of the most active campaigners 
was Joshua Langley, a young AAG member who despite being severely disabled 
and confined to a wheelchair, campaigned tirelessly and undertook a lot of work 
behind the scenes gathering vital information, with which we were able to put 
together a compelling case for SFA to be installed.  Unfortunately, he didn’t live 
long enough to see the project come to fruition, which was extremely sad given 
that he would have been one of those to benefit most from it. 
 
Many of you will know Mimi Harker a local Councillor and former Mayor of 
Amersham, who took Josh under her wing about 10 years ago and subsequently 
introduced him to AAG, which he served admirably. It was a great shame when he 
unexpectedly passed away and Mimi pledged to obtain a plaque inscribed to his 
memory, which could be affixed to the new overbridge and to persuade TfL that 
this should be allowed to happen.  In addition she also proposed that the SFA 
should be formally opened by a couple of well-known disabled celebrities, which 
was all set to happen.  However, given the pandemic which has affected us all 
during 2020, the plan for a celebrity opening has had to be shelved but I’m 



delighted to say that the plaque will still be formally unveiled in a low-key 
ceremony later this year, at which members of Josh’s family will be present. 
 
The opening of the SFA facility has been somewhat delayed by the pandemic, as it 
should have been operational by Spring 2020, but in the circumstances, we feel 
TfL have done quite well. 
 
The regular meetings of both CDTUG and AAG have had to be curtailed this year 
along with the various events and activities which we usually organise, but we are 
hopeful that things will improve in 2021 and that normal service can be resumed.  
Meanwhile, we hope you will make use of the new SFA facilities as and when you 
can and reflect on what Josh helped us to achieve, as you use them. 
 
As far as our local transport services are concerned, 2020 has been something of a 
year of mixed messages.  Firstly, we were told to stay off buses and trains so they 
could be used by key workers to get to and from work; and when we followed 
that guidance, there was then an outcry by the service operators that they were 
running out of cash as nobody was using them.  After that, there was a great deal 
of publicity given to the enhanced cleaning regimes which had been put in place 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19 and we were encouraged to make full use of 
public transport once again. Then as Autumn approached, it was all change again 
and we were told only to undertake essential journeys, in order to contain the 
spread of the virus.   
 
The financial effects of all this are that Central Government has effectively 
nationalised the railways so that instead of the privatised rail companies 
tendering for contracts and being allowed to make a profit, they are now being 
paid a fee by the Treasury to operate services which are running at a fraction of 
their real capacity.  TfL is almost bankrupt and the Treasury seems to be 
demanding fare increases and the like in return for continuing subsidies. Our local 
bus companies are also under financial pressure and we can expect further cuts in 
rural bus services unless things get back to something like normal fairly quickly. 
 
Recent operational changes include the introduction of a new timetable for the 
Metropolitan Line (effectively a leaf fall timetable) which will take us up to 
Christmas; and changes have been made to Carousel routes 1 and 105.  The 105 
which used to run between Uxbridge and Hemel Hempstead via Amersham and 
Chesham has been cut back and now terminates at Chesham Broadway.  
Meanwhile, in order to preserve the hourly service between Chesham and Hemel, 
some of the Carousel route 1 buses have now been extended to operate between 
Chesham and Hemel, but in doing so, they omit Pond Park and travel via 
Berkhampstead Road instead, as route 105 used to do.  Those particular buses 



also serve Chesham Grammar School at the top of White Hill, to enable pupils to 
get to school in the morning and to get home in the evening. 
 
I trust you’ll find this information helpful and meanwhile stay safe and I extend 
my early wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a better New Year for us all in 
2021. 
 
Alan Wallwork – Secretary, CDTUG         
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

St Michael’s Church Christmas Tree Festival 
At the time of going to press, it is hoped that the planned Christmas Tree Festival, 
at which ADRA will be sponsoring and decorating a tree, will be able to go ahead. 
The date of opening is not yet confirmed but is likely to be in the first half of 
December. 
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Notice is hereby given that 
the 2021 Annual General Meeting 

will be held on 
Tuesday 18th May 2021 

in the Amersham Free Church Hall 
 

Doors open 7.15pm, meeting to commence 7.30pm 
 
 

The following Special Resolution will be proposed: 
 

“That the constitution of the Association be amended as detailed in the 2020 
Newsletter, with effect from the end of the 2021 AGM.” 

 
A copy of the current constitution and of the proposed amended version will be 

found in this Newsletter. 
 
 

Should it prove that it is not possible to hold the meeting in the planned form, it 
will be held by Zoom and in this case further details will be circulated nearer the 

time. 
 


