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Letter from the Chairman 2019 

 
Welcome to the 2019 Newsletter. You will find in the following pages your 
Committee Members’ portfolio reports, as well as the Minutes from the AGM 
held on 30th April 2019. 
 
In addition, the Newsletter contains updates relating to various local matters and 
articles contributed by other local organisations and individuals, which we hope 
you will find interesting. 
 
As you know, one of the objectives of ADRA is to provide an effective interface 
between members and the various layers of Local Authority. Please continue to 
let us know your views on local matters so that we may continue to do this. 
 
Since the AGM we have been delighted to welcome Jon Jones as an additional 
member of the Committee. Jon will be taking on the role of Highways Officer. 
 
However, we really need several more people to strengthen the committee 
further. If you think that you might be able to help, please come along to a 
committee meeting. They are normally held in the Small Barn Hall at the 
Community Centre on the third Wednesday of each month (except January and 
August) at 8.00pm. (As we occasionally need to change the date of a committee 
meeting, it might be a good idea for you to ‘phone or email me, or any other 
committee member to check, before coming.) 
 
I am very grateful to all the existing Committee Members for their help and 
support over the last year. 
 
Your committee members look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 
the 2020 Members’ Social Evening and AGM. Details will be found on a 
subsequent page. I would particularly draw your attention to the Notice of the 
AGM and the proposed special resolution. I am very sorry that I will not be able to 
be at the Social Evening, but I wish you all a very enjoyable time. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Carolyn Spencer 
Chairman 
 
 



 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 30th April 2019 

at Amersham Free Church Hall 
 
 

1 Chairman’s Welcome  
Carolyn Spencer welcomed approximately 43 members to the 58th meeting 
of the Association. 
 
 
2 Apologies for Absence   
Colin Wills, Ernest Newhouse, Cllr Nigel Shepherd, Anne Pierce Jones,  
Penny Adamson, Minna Meighan, Clare Reed, Celia Palmer,  
Lionel & Sylvia Avery, Clinton & Susan Toye, Peter & Sylvia Dixon,  
Bill & Evelyn Andrews, Simon & Vanessa Opie, Lynda Wright,  
David Kirchheimer, Bruce & Theresa Bould, John & Sigrid Poole,  
Geoffrey Hook, Doreen Vivian, Brian & Maria Lorkin, George Worrall. 

 
 

3 Minutes of AGM held on 24th April 2018   
Adoption of the Minutes was proposed by Clive Morgan and seconded by 
Janet Kirchheimer. 

 
 

4  Treasurer’s Report (Geoff Platts) 
The reduction in subscriptions is due to members leaving the area. 
An increase in printing and stationery costs is due to dealing with GDPR 
requirements and trying to recruit new members. 
The deposit account has been closed as interest rate is so low. 
ADRA is holding money in bank account on behalf of Silver Sunday. 

 
Cllr Mimi Harker thanked ADRA for holding funds on behalf of Silver Sunday. 

 
Clive Morgan thanked ADRA on behalf of Steve Catanach for the contribution 
and support of Amersham in Bloom. 

 
Member asked if all households in the area supported ADRA what the 
number of subscriptions would be:   Carolyn Spencer replied that the 
population of Amersham was reported as 14,000 on the Amersham in Bloom 
TV feature so we are currently below 10%. 

 



 

 
 

 
  



 

5 Planning Officer’s Report (Liz Jones) 
This year, over 250 applications have been reviewed and 12 letters submitted 
to the Council objecting or raising concerns. The following provides an update 
from our last report in October 2018. 
 
In this period the Station Car Park was completed on schedule in November 
2018. It noticeably relieved the parking pressures experienced as a result of 
closing part of the car park while development proceeded. 
 
The intensification of housing continues to meet the need projected in the 
draft Local Plan for 7000 new homes by 2036. The plan states a presumption 
in favour of development within the built area of Amersham, subject to the 
fit with planning policies such as the extent of impact on residential amenity 
(loss of privacy / light etc.), vehicle and pedestrian safety and local 
characteristics.  Commercial buildings and large plots are to be more 
effectively used for housing. This context is important as we can see those 
clear trends in the planning applications submitted and decisions made. 

 
We raised objections to three major developments requiring the demolition 
of houses on large plots in order to build apartments. It is worth stating that 
we are not opposed to the intensification of development in Amersham 
centre, which could support the viability and vibrancy of facilities in the 
centre, but changing the character of the area and increasing on street 
parking is another matter. 

 
The Trees 36 Stanley Hill Amersham - an application to build 10 apartments  
was withdrawn and replaced with a revised application for 9 apartments in 
two blocks, with access from both Clare Park and Stanley Hill. The footprint 
now covers 45% of the plot compared with 66% in the original application. 
ADRA continued to object on the grounds that it is an overdevelopment of 
the site, with a tandem parking layout for 7 of the apartments which could 
lead to on-street parking in Clare Park and Stanley Hill, obscuring the 
junction. The application is ongoing. 

 
34 Rickmansworth Road Amersham – an application to demolish the existing 
bungalow and build 8 apartments (2 x 1 bedroomed and 6 x 2 bedroomed) 
raised concerns of road safety and overlooking.  An amended plan improving 
visibility of access to the site however gained planning approval. 

 
 
 



 

Westover, 65 Station Road Amersham - an application to develop 13 
apartments and associated alterations to vehicular access on a rising site 
where an art deco style single house exists. ADRA objected on the grounds of 
inappropriate design for its context and an oversized development. We also 
urged residents to liaise with Amersham Museum to establish its value as an 
example of Metroland development.  An application was made to Historic 
England, which assessed it as being a good example of early 20th century 
development and of group value with the Sun Houses and High and Over, 
granting Grade 2 listed protection in March 2019. The planning application 
was then refused on the grounds that its height and bulk fail to be in scale 
with the local area and its Grade 2 listed building status.   

 
More unusually, we strongly objected to a planning application submitted 
outside of our bailiwick, to Chesham Town Council. This applied to change 
storage sheds into use for 58 dog pens at Rowan Farm, Holloway Lane. We 
considered this created road safety issues as well as noise nuisance and 
disturbance across the local area including roads in Chesham Bois. We are 
pleased to report that the application was refused on these grounds. 

 
Undoubtedly the most significant proposed change to the existing built area 
of Amersham is the Chiltern Lifestyle Centre where following consultation 
with user groups during 2018 on the adequacy of proposed facilities, the 
project moved to the planning application stage. The application was 
submitted in December 2018 and ADRA raised concerns at the loss of open 
space and the design of the sports hall, though objected on the grounds of 
insufficient parking. The application was deferred by the Planning Committee 
in February 2019 for further work to be done on parking provision, the design 
of the sports hall, the thermal ratings of the building and the overall impact 
of the new centre on the local area.  

 
A revised application submitted in April 2019 made significant changes: it 
increased the number of parking spaces, reduced the height of the sports 
hall, proposed a more integrated colour palette for all aspects of the building 
and reduced the size of the area earmarked as a development zone. We 
understand the development is for housing and is now reduced in size to 
allow for more parking spaces in the Lifestyle Centre.  
 
CDC will also imminently undertake public consultation on appropriating land 
from Open Space to a planning purpose. This is separate from the previous 
‘land swap’ consultation whereby part of King George V Field (which belongs 
to ATC) was to be swapped with the green space bounded by Woodside Close 



 

(belonging to CDC). The land currently on the corner of King George V Avenue 
and Chiltern Avenue will also be lost and this together with the current play 
area will form part of the consultation. Legally CDC must consider any 
objections to the loss of open space before it can make a decision to move 
ahead with the development. The timeline for a CDC Cabinet decision on the 
planning application (subject to Planning Committee approval) is currently 
July 2019, with building commencing the same year for completion in 2021 
before the existing pool must close. 

 
The development project is complex, in part because it aims to retain ongoing 
access to existing facilities while developing the new ones, the logistics of 
which require four development stages. This impacts parking availability and 
traffic flow. The Chiltern pools building will not be demolished until facilities 
are operative in the new building, yet parking spaces and coach access for 
those facilities will use some of the land currently occupied by the Chiltern 
pools building. The area currently occupied by the Youth Centre is also 
earmarked for parking but will not become available for parking until those 
buildings are demolished. Parking in King George V Avenue will also be lost 
during construction. In the interim period therefore some parking disruption 
can be anticipated, mitigated to an extent by the extended capacity of the 
Station car park. 
ADRA supported that application while accepting the significant compromises 
made to an ideal solution. The development will be large and provide much 
improved and increased choice of facilities, however at the cost of a loss of a 
significant chunk of green space. We do not want to lose this opportunity to 
improve leisure facilities in Amersham and, while recognising there are 
downsides to the changes, we consider the benefits outweigh the 
disadvantages. 

 
Moving away from a focus on Amersham to Chesham Bois, consultation is 
continuing on the redevelopment of St Leonards Parish Church and Centre. 
Consultation on the early design stage took place in March 2019 on proposals 
to: 
Replace the existing rectory and Parish Offices 
Build 2 additional houses for staff 
A new Parish Centre to include: more capacity for worship space,  
multi-purpose rooms for community activities, offices for Parish Council,  
a café and day nursery. 

 
ADRA will continue to monitor the response to the consultation and respond 
to the planning application once submitted. 



 

As you are aware, an Emerging Chiltern and South Bucks District joint Local 
Plan has been under development for a couple of years. The next stage in the 
process will be the publication of the Local Plan for consultation prior to its 
submission for an examination in public by a Planning Inspector. Publication 
is currently timed for late May/early June 2019. The plan will cover proposed 
changes to the Green Belt and designated uses (residential or commercial) for 
key sites such as King George V House, which could be repurposed once the 
new Unitary Authority has fully taken shape. The existing gym and pool 
building at Chiltern Pools is identified for residential development, while as 
reported previously two small sites are proposed to come out of Green Belt 
for residential development in Amersham. Buckinghamshire County Council 
and its Districts are to be abolished in April 2020 and replaced with a Unitary 
Authority. It is possible that should the Local Plan fail the inspection process, 
the current agreement with Aylesbury Vale District Council to meet a third of 
Chiltern and South Bucks Districts housing needs will fall. A more extensive 
re-drawing of the Green Belt under a new plan drawn up by the Unitary 
Authority could more significantly impact Amersham and Chesham Bois. 

 
Questions: 
Member:  Proposal in North Road for substantial property development 
being brought by the Church.  Concerned about destroying conservation area 
and impact on pollution, parking.  Car parking in South Road is already a 
concern.  Going to be a huge amount of discussion to try and resolve issues 
around pollution, conservation area, if this proposal goes ahead other people 
may do the same thing.   Hopes ADRA can work together to deal with 
concerns. 

 
Clive Morgan concerned that a substantial portion of woodlands on North 
Park and South Road will be taken up.   Member replied that woodlands did 
not appear to be touched as it is mostly grass and field land.  Chesham Bois 
common is not being touched at all on plans. 
Cllr Harris:  To put St Leonards Development in context, what is proposed is 
something almost the same size as the Kings Church in Raans Road.   Doesn’t 
think local people object to the redevelopment of an early 1930s building it’s 
the scale of it and a vast number of people living in a congested area. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

CH/2017/1637/FA Land Rear Of 61 Rickmansworth 
Road Amersham  
Residential development to create two 1 bed flats 
and two duplex flats with five residents' parking 
bays, bin store and cycle store 

Permission refused. 
Appeal lodged with 
the Planning 
Inspectorate. 

PL/18/3838/FA 34 Rickmansworth Road Amersham 
HP6 5JW 
Demolition of existing bungalow and redevelopment 
to provide 8 apartments. Provision of car and cycle 
parking, refuse storage and amenity space. 

Approved – 
following changes 
to site access to 
improve visibility 
from main road 

PL/18/3731/FA Jubilee Scout Hall Rectory Hill 
Amersham HP7 0BT 
Demolition of existing building and erection of new 
scout building with enlarged car park and alterations 
to access 

Approved 

PL/18/3329/FA Rowan Farm, Hollow Way Lane, 
Chesham HP5 1TJ 
Change of use of land and two existing storage sheds 
to dog kennels for boarding, including 58 dog pens 

Refused – noise 
nuisance 

PL/18/3885/FA 104 Woodside Road, Amersham  
HP6 6NL 
Part two storey, part single storey rear extensions. 

Approved – 
overlooking 
deemed not 
significant 

PL/18/4162/FA 2 Chiltern Parade,  Amersham  
HP6 5HP  
Redevelopment of site to provide 7 one bedroom 
apartments incorporating external works to form 
amenity areas.   

Approved – existing 
3 x 3 bed 
maisonettes 
converted into 7 1 
bed flats. 

PL/18/4873/FA Westover, 65 Station Road, 
Amersham HP7 0BB 
Erection of 13 apartments and associated alterations 
to vehicular access, provision of parking, refuse and 
cycle storage and amenity space following 
demolition of existing dwelling. 

Refused – has 
group architectural 
value alongside 
High and Over and 
the Sunhouses 
status; out of 
character 

PL/18/4593/RC Site Of Chiltern Pools, Drake Hall, 
Community Centre, Amersham Library and 
Associated Car Parks and Part Of King George V 
Playing Fields Chiltern Avenue and King George V 
Road Amersham HP6 5AH  
Demolition of existing buildings known as Chiltern 

Deferred for 
decision at June 
Planning 
Committee  



 

Pools, Drake Hall, Chiltern Youth Centre and 
Amersham Library (excl. Annex and Barn Hall) and 
construction of a replacement two-storey (plus part-
lower ground floor) leisure, sports and community 
building (Use Classes D1 and D2), including 25m 
swimming pool, diving pool, multipurpose sports 
hall, squash courts, climbing walls, spa, library, 
community hall, fitness and gym studios, nursery 
and dedicated external sports equipment including 
MUGA and play areas alongside associated external 
car parking, coach drop off, cycling provision, 
alterations to vehicular access and landscaping. 
PL/19/0402/FA 26 Abrahams Close, Amersham 
Loft conversion including rear dormer. 

Approved - replaces  
earlier application 
of larger scale. 

PL/19/0530/FA Trees, 36 Stanley Hill, Amersham 
HP7 9HL 
Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two 
apartment buildings, consisting of nine 2 bed 
apartments (plus 2 parking spaces per apartment) 
with new accesses off Clare Park and Stanley Hill 

Replaces previous 
application for 10 
apartments 

PL/19/1557/FA The First Sun House, 4 Highover Park 
Amersham HP7 0BN 
Single-storey rear/side extension, and internal and 
external alterations; replacement of existing railings 
to roof terrace, widening of entrance gate and 
driveway. 

Ongoing 

PL/19/1299/FA Green Park, Copperkins Lane, 
Amersham HP6 5SS 
Change of use of land to extend existing residential 
caravan site to provide 6 additional traveller pitches 
each containing a single static caravan and single 
touring caravan with associated 
hardstanding/infrastructure. 

Ongoing 

PL/19/1414/FA Our Ladys Catholic Primary School 
Amersham Road Chesham Bois HP6 5PL 
Part single part two storey hall extension and stair 
link to connect with renovated former convent 
building to provide a new school entrance, school 
administration and staff facilities. New canopy to 
front and side of existing building. 

Ongoing 



 

6 Chiltern Lifestyle Centre – Mimi Harker 
If this was not suitable for Amersham it would not have my support.   2020 is 
the end of life for the current centre and something will have to be done.  It is 
a well-used centre and great asset to our community so it’s important to try 
and keep the facilities we have. 
Plans are a result of 3 years work and consultation with local people and 
stakeholders.  It was in local press, on radio and everywhere possible to 
publicise it.  Roadshows were held in various locations.   Meetings were open 
to local planning committee to attend. 
There is some misinformation about the plans i.e. entire King Georg V field is 
going to be built on which is not the case.     There may be a need for some 
housing on the site for financial reasons. 
Another application is going in, objections which were raised have been 
addressed, a couple of these are:  
Big black box on back has been modified and different colour adjusted. 
Noise levels of new centre will be far lower for the entire combined site than 
they currently are.  Modern technology will make a difference. 
Energy consumption – will use modern technology to reduce energy 
consumption  
Economic effect on Amersham – Potential increase in use of shops and 
facilities in the town. 
Economic effect on surrounding areas – Chalfont St Peter has inflatables and 
different sports offerings.  Chesham has gym and whole suite with access to 
physiotherapy. 
Each centre will have its own unique approach to fitness. 
Parking – some enabling land is being used for parking so there is more than 
adequate parking on site. 

 
We’re not just getting a leisure centre, it’s the community centre and the 
library.    If you do support it there’s a planning application in at the moment 
so please write in for support.   

 
Liz Walsh – I have no problem with Chiltern District Council turning down the 
plan and referring it back, it’s been a really good process and the appearance 
has been improved, parking improved and benefits to Amersham are 
excellent and I’m totally in favour of it. 

 
Graham Harris – the existing pools are being subsidised at the moment at 
£600,000 a year.  That’s the deficit in running the pools because they are so 
energy inefficient.  Once the current contract ends in 2020 the estimated 
deficit will rise to £750,000.   If we kept the existing pools consultants have 



 

identified works in excess of £3 million that would be required on a patch and 
repair basis to keep it going for another 10 years.  So likelihood would be that 
the pools would close. 

 
Member:  Agrees there is a necessity for Leisure Centre to be built, but 
concerned about residents within three quarter of a mile of the centre as 
people will park in residential roads rather than pay in car park.  Already have 
parking issues in Amersham around town centre.  Meters in King George V 
Road have already caused displacement of parking to residential roads so this 
will be worse.  Parking issues of residential roads haven’t been addressed yet. 

 
Mimi Harker reply:  Parking on King George V Road is a Bucks County Council 
initiative and it was requested that parking charges did not start until multi 
storey car park was completed.   There is already a parking charge in leisure 
centre car park. 
Member has a meeting with Gareth Williams about parking, Mimi Harker 
requested that he asks him to remove parking meters in King George V Road 
to relieve pressure and go back to 2 hours free parking. 

 
Carolyn Spencer – I went to an Amersham Local Forum meeting where 
parking was discussed.  It is extremely expensive to introduce new parking 
restrictions because of all the notices and consultations required.  What they 
are trying to do is get enough money together for this local area to have a 
parking review of the entire area with a view to making things better at the 
minimum cost.  Don’t expect money to be available until next year at the 
earliest. 

 
Patrick Carroll – the people who are objecting to the Leisure Centre scheme 
are not objecting to the new facilities but to the way it is being done.  They 
are working on the wrong plan.   The noise levels are already too high, that is 
why they are concerned. There’s nothing eco-friendly about the design of the 
building as far as I can see.  Current fake news being circulated that if we 
don’t vote plan in we’ll lose library, youth centre and community buildings – 
nonsense as Chiltern District Council don’t own them so can’t just get rid of 
them.  Car parking – the new scheme only adds 30 spaces to what is there 
already for a doubling of membership required to make business case work.   
Coach parking facility not adequate.  Facility is too big for site and not 
necessary to have such a large facility in Amersham.   Not enough has been 
done to address concerns of planning committee. 

 
 



 

Carolyn Spencer – one of the reasons problems have arisen is because of the 
desire to keep current facilities working while building is in progress.   
Original plan was to knock down the Drake Hall and build on that footprint, 
there was such an outcry about loss of those facilities for 18 months to two 
years during building works that this is why building is planned where it is.   
ADRA have taken every opportunity to talk to people about current facilities, 
many say they use the pool but it’s disgusting.   So there is a local appetite for 
improved swimming facilities and most people seem to be in favour of having 
21st century facilities. 
Show of hands for accepting imperfections in order to get facilities that 
Amersham deserves to have: 
In favour: Majority 
Against: 3 people 

 
Liz Jones – what work has been done to assess demand for the centre? 
Mimi Harker -  All stakeholders have been consulted, they say if we had more 
room we could accommodate more people.  Facilities are over used.  We’ve 
based it on current usage and the desire to use it more.   U3A are biggest 
users of space and need to continue with classes, and all other users of space 
were not prepared to find somewhere else to go for 18 months to 2 years 
and that’s the reason that decision was taken to build alongside to enable 
that to happen. 

 
Guru Guruswamy – As a member of U3A we have been involved from the 
early stages about expressing our needs and requirements, we are looking 
forward to it. 

 
7 Highways Report (Geoff Platts) 
The Association continues to report road surface defects and the growth of 
vegetation which then obscures road signs or restricts visibility, for example 
on leaving the Latimer Road tip, which incidentally is now being closed on 
Wednesday and Thursdays, and charges made for the disposal of items other 
than household rubbish, cardboard and garden rubbish.  The Association is 
concerned that this may be a ‘licence’ for fly tipping and will report to the 
Council if this is seen to be the case. 

 
As regards potholes and white marking of zebra crossings and roundabouts it 
is difficult to know if one’s complaints have been acted upon.  Sometimes 
emails are received which say defects are not considered to merit urgent 
action, but eventually do seem to be attended to, for example the 
roundabout at the end of Sycamore Road and zebra crossing.   During heavy  



 

rain the road surface opposite the petrol station in Woodside Road becomes 
badly flooded.  One of our members has reported this on several occasions 
but to date no action has been forthcoming.   Similarly after heavy rain the 
lower part of Holloway Lane, where it joins Latimer Road, is subject to road 
wide flooding.  This has been reported to Bucks County Council with the 
suggestion that removing the kerbstone at the lowest point and replacing 
with a metal grating would allow flood water to drain into the adjacent River 
Chess. 

 
There was a planning application, subsequently refused, for dog kennels to 
accommodate over 50 dogs at the bottom of Holloway Lane in Chesham Bois.  
There were many objections to this on the several grounds, but from a traffic 
point of view we thought this might result in serious traffic congestion if 
people were dropping off their dogs on the way to work and collecting them 
in the evening on the way home. 

 
In Chesham Bois between the village shop and the zebra crossing on the way 
to Chesham there are usually many cars parked in front of the older houses 
which do not have any drives.   Frequently there is a single car parked on the 
opposite side of the road, and when this is so cars approaching in the 
opposite direction cannot pass each other.  This is now a busy road and a real 
cause of congestion.  I have written to Bucks County Council suggesting that 
yellow no parking lines be put down on the opposite side of this road to the 
older houses. 

 
8 Environment Officer’s Report (Linda Flett) 
We would like to thank and congratulate all those involved in Amersham in 
Bloom.  The work of the Town Council and the Bloom volunteers continues to 
make a huge difference to the appearance of our town.  The awards received 
in 2018 were outstanding: 

 
Gold at the Thames and Chilterns in Bloom Regional Awards. 
National Certificate of Destination for Parks for the Memorial Gardens 
display. 
Gold award for the Memorial Gardens and a regional award for best 
horticulture. 
Mark Mattock School Challenge Award (for best school in the region) to 
Chestnut Lane School. 
Regional award for involving children and young people to Stony Dean 
School. 
Gold award at the Britain in Bloom National Finals.  In addition to this highly 



 

sought-after accolade, Amersham was also presented with the RHS award for 
Involving Young People and Children for ‘demonstrating excellence in this 
particular area’.  This was a remarkable achievement considering that 
Amersham was chosen over the other 76 national finalists, who are regarded 
as the best in the UK. 
 
Amersham is the first town in Buckinghamshire to achieve gold standard 
nationally and only the third entrant, since the start of the century, from the 
Thames and Chilterns Region (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire) 
to achieve this feat. 

 
A brief update of future projects from the Town Council: 
To complete the re-vamp of the area beside the Free Church, two small shrub 
borders will be planted and a small plaque with the ADRA name on it will be 
reinstated.  A few residents have said they would have liked the benches 
further back.  Steve apologises. 

 
The concrete planters in Sycamore Road will be replaced with hardwood ones 
with small trees and mixed seasonal planting similar to what we have now.  
There will be 12 as that is all there is funding for. 

 
There will be 10% more hanging baskets than last year due to shops 
sponsoring them, you must agree they always look fantastic because they are 
very well looked after. 
 
With Tesco’s help a community Orchard has been created and a Bug Hotel in 
Hervines Park. 

 
Later in the year a town sign will be installed at Sycamore Corner, raised on a 
wooden post as per most village signs. 

 
The models in the Memorial Garden in the Old Town are to be retained, the 
planes will move to a side border and a conservation garden comprising a 
bridge, small stream and planting will be installed. 

 
We have had a few complaints about hedges, they are the responsibility of 
the property owners to keep them pruned so as not to obstruct pavements.   
Please keep your hedges pruned, we can tell the Town Council if you feel 
there is a neighbour who has a hedge sticking out but it is their responsibility. 

 
 



 

We have had a few complaints about the public toilets, the plants outside are 
very nice thanks to the Amersham in Bloom volunteers, we’ve asked Chiltern 
District Council to monitor these more closely.  It seems that they get more 
use on a Tuesday when the market is in the town. 

 
9 Membership Records Officer’s Report (Malcolm Flack) 
Membership has remained fairly constant throughout the last twelve months 
and as of today we have 577 households represented.   An application form 
for membership of the Association has been left on seats at the AGM and 
would ask everyone to try and find at least one other member.   We would 
like to increase membership to at least over 1,000 as the more voices there 
are the more issues can be discussed.   In last six months we have left 
brochures in prominent places inviting people to become a member.  This has 
proved a useful tool to attract a small number of new members and we will 
continue to keep this going in the future.  We would like to hear from anyone 
who is aware of any further prominent spots that would assist in drawing 
attention to the association. 

 
Thank you to the road stewards for the distribution of the annual newsletter, 
this helps a great deal and keeps costs down for postage. 

 
Let us know if your address or email address changes, details are in annual 
newsletter. 

 
10 Chairman’s Report (Carolyn Spencer) 
It is usual for this report to start with changes to the committee.  I am, on the 
whole, pleased to be able to say that there have been none this year. No 
retirements from the committee is good, but it is a shame that there have 
been no new arrivals, as we are still in need of more committee members. 
We really need at least two (but ideally four) more members, so that we have 
the benefit of a wide selection of opinions at our monthly meetings.  

 
Meetings take place in the Small Barn Hall on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 8.00pm. There is no meeting in August, and the December meeting 
is usually brought forward to the second Wednesday. Meetings generally last 
between about forty-five minutes and an hour and a half, so committee 
membership is not an onerous commitment for those who do not take 
officers’ posts. If you feel that you might be able to contribute, please do 
come along to a meeting. 

 
 



 

As discussed at last year’s AGM, Geoff Platts, having served as Treasurer for 
very long time, would now like to stand down from this post.  We would be 
very grateful to any member who might feel able to take this on. I do not 
think that it is a particularly time consuming role and either Geoff or I would 
be happy to discuss what is involved with any volunteer. 

 
I would like to propose a vote of thanks to Ernest Newhouse for all the work 
he has done for us over the years as Auditor, he has decided that the time 
has come to cease acting as our auditor. We are very grateful for all the he 
has done for the Association over such a long period.   Vote of thanks 
proposed by Carolyn Spencer and seconded by Mimi Harker.  All in favour. 

 
Liz Jones has, I am glad to say, agreed to continue as Planning Officer for one 
more year. However, I believe that she plans to step down from this role at 
next year’s AGM.  

 
As you know, I would be very happy to stand down as Chairman, which is a 
post of which I think I ought only to be caretaker and would be delighted to 
receive any suggestions for a replacement. 

 
I would like to thank all the current committee members for their support 
and for their efforts on behalf of the Association. Penny is a very willing and 
efficient Secretary to the Committee and Liz is extremely diligent in keeping 
up to date with planning matters. Malcolm has a keen grip on the 
membership records, which are now kept well up to date at all times. Linda 
continues to be happy to provide support in whatever way is needed and 
Chris and Rosemary help to ease the burden on the other members of the 
committee. 

 
I would like to add my congratulations and thanks to Amersham Town 
Council and the Amersham in Bloom volunteers. Their success in 2018 will be 
a hard act to follow. The Town Council have plenty of plans for floral etc. 
displays for 2019 and I think that the Association will again support these 
financially. As you have seen from the Accounts, in 2018 we donated £1,000 
towards the displays in the Memorial Gardens and the revamped bed on 
Sycamore Corner. I think that it would be appropriate for the Association to 
make a similar donation this year and I hope that you will agree with me. 
[Approved on a show of hands.] 

 
Details of some forthcoming events, which might entice you to the Memorial 
Gardens, which are always worth a visit, and other venues, are on your chair. 



 

Heritage Day in the Old Town in 2018 was again a huge success attracting 
numerous visitors. Unfortunately, due to lack of manpower, we do not think 
that we will be able to take a stall for the 2019 event.  

 
However, we hope to have a pitch at the new Summer Festival, to be held on 
King George V Field on Saturday 20th July. Do come to see us if you are at the 
Festival, which is being organized under the auspices of the Amersham Action 
Group. 

 
We have recently been approached by Tom Willis, a student photographer, 
based in North London, who is working on a project in relation to 
“Metroland”. He is hoping to talk to residents of various places on the 
Metropolitan Line about what they feel it means to be a resident of the area 
and how they came to live where they do. He also hopes to take portrait 
photographs and would be happy to provide copies to his interviewees. If you 
are interested in contributing to this project, you will find details on one of 
the sheets of paper on your seat. 

 
I attended the HS2 Community Forum held in the Council Offices a few weeks 
ago. Although it is disappointing that work is still going ahead, there was 
some good news from which to take a little comfort. The four shafts required 
in Chiltern District have been considerably reduced in size in comparison with 
the original plans, which will mean less spoil to be removed and so fewer 
lorry movements on local roads. I understand that Buckinghamshire County  
Council, supported by the District Councils, have recently petitioned the 
government to call a halt to the work currently being done until such time as 
the formal “Notice to Proceed” is issued.   

 
Please carry on contacting committee members to let us know of your 
concerns about local matters. We will do our best to represent the views of 
members, but, as I have mentioned before, if we write to one of the local 
authorities about a particular matter, our letter is counted as only one 
comment, despite the fact that we have about a thousand members. If there 
is something which concerns you, please make sure that you write to the 
relevant council as well as raising it with us. 

 
We are lucky to live in this lovely area, but we need to be vigilant to ensure 
that it stays that way. As you have heard, we have been very active again this 
year in commenting on planning and other matters and we hope to continue 
to be so, but we really do need more help. Without that I am not sure how 
much longer we can carry on. 



 

        11 Re-election of Committee 
Carolyn Spencer, Geoff Platts, Liz Jones, Linda Flett and Penny King were 
proposed by Mimi Harker and seconded by Bryan Holroyd.  All in favour. 

 
12 Election of Honorary Auditor 
Mervyn Iles has agreed to take over as Auditor.  His election was proposed by  
Patrick Carroll and seconded by Joan Shepherd. 

 
In future we will have an independent examiner as we do not need an auditor 
for an organisation of our size.   In order to make this change three weeks’ 
notice to members is required before the AGM so this will be done next year 
in 2020. 

 
13 Open Forum 
Cllr Mimi Harker:  There has not been a carnival for a couple of years so 
Amersham Action Group decided that we would try and put on a Summer 
Festival on 20th July from 1200 until 2100.  1200 to 1700 will be a family day 
from 1700 to 2100 there will be some bands playing.  AAG is organising, will 
be a good way to bring the community together, there will be charity stalls 
and commercial stands, vintage cars, fun air, dog show, Amersham 
Community Choir will be singing, kids bands and lots going on.  Volunteers 
are needed to help.    

 
Retail situation in Amersham:  as of last November we have an economic 
development team at Chiltern District Council and we’ve been using their 
expertise to get all the retailers together to talk about what’s happening, next 
meeting on 2nd May.  New shops are coming in, parking situation in town now 
resolved so people are coming back to the town to shop. 

 
Caroline Bayes:  Unfortunately the bug hotel in Hervines Park has been 
vandalised. 

 
Harry Howlett:  Rumour that Lidl is coming to the Jaguar site, is it true? 
Mimi Harker:  We’ve tried to get to the bottom of this but nothing known yet.   
If there is any news it will appear in Your Amersham magazine.   Lidl 
themselves will not confirm it if you contact them. 

 
Mimi Harker thanked the committee for their work on members’ behalf. 
The meeting ended at 2110. 

 
 



 

Update to AGM Planning Officers Report @ September 2019 
 
There are three significant community developments on which to report. 
 
Chiltern Lifestyle Centre 
In July the Planning Committee approved the planning application (deferred from 
February’s sitting) with revisions made to the building design, materials and 
appearance. This included an increase in parking provision from 221 spaces to 263 
spaces, and revised arrangements made for minibus and coach parking and 
servicing vehicles.  
 
In August the CDC Cabinet agreed the business case which argued that a 
reduction in ongoing maintenance costs, the sale of the site currently housing the 
pool and gym, together with revenues raised will more than deliver a return on 
investment. Finally, in September, the business case was approved by the 
Buckinghamshire Shadow Executive. The details of how this will impact our 
community is addressed in the article by Councillor Liz Walsh. 
 
We are pleased that Amersham will benefit from much needed new facilities. 
These will feature a 160 station fitness suite with four studios, a spa, an eight-
lane, 25 metre swimming pool, a diving/teaching pool, a children's splash pad 
area, soft play, clip and climb, a four badminton court sports hall, squash courts,  
a climbing wall, library, café area and community centre. 
 
Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 2036 
The final consultation stage on the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 2036 took 
place between June and August 2019 (extended by a month following challenges 
to the restricted methods mandated for public response). 
 
The comments will be taken into account by an independent Planning Inspector, 
on behalf of the Secretary of State, in determining whether or not the Local Plan 
is sound, legally compliant and fulfils the Duty to Co-operate i.e. the measures of 
compliance. 
 
ADRA’s response is on the whole supportive of the plans for Amersham in relation 
to the Green Belt, a one way gyratory traffic system for Sycamore Road and the 
identification of strategic sites which could be used for commercial/employment 
purposes. However, we were concerned at the impact on smaller towns of plans 
to develop large residential areas on Green Belt land. Significant challenges to the 
soundness of the plan were raised by Chalfont St Peter Parish Council and an 
umbrella organisation named Green not Brown. If it fails the inspection, the 



 

Unitary Authority will need to develop a plan. This may be less favourable as 
Aylesbury Vale (which will no longer exist as a District Council) may not take a 
large proportion of our housing needs.  
 
St Leonard’s Parish Centre 
Following consultation with the community in March and pre-application 
discussions with CDC planners to inform the detailed design, early in October 
2019 the project team will present a revised layout and design to the Church 
community and in November will hold a public meeting with added detail and full 
project plans. A full planning application will submitted shortly afterwards. We 
understand the layout will encourage pedestrian and cycle access and will have 
minimal impact on existing trees. Details will be available for comment on the 
website at www.stleonardscb.org.uk/parishcentreredevelopment, comments can 
also be made by email to pcredevelopment@stleonardscb.org.uk. ADRA will 
continue to take a close interest in this application. 
 
Other developments 
We are concerned at the growing use in Amersham of permitted development 
rights which allow for the change of use of premises from commercial to 
residential, without the need to comply with national minimum space standards.  
 
Under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
(England) Order 2015, developers can convert office space to residential use 
without the need for planning permission. They only need to submit a Prior 
Approval application to the Local Planning Authority (CDC in our case). With a 
Prior Approval application, CDC can only consider the impacts of the change of 
use on the transport services, the highway impacts and contamination and flood 
risks.   CDC cannot try to enforce minimum space standards or seek affordable 
housing contributions.   
 
The aim of these permitted development rights is to use up redundant office 
space and convert it to residential use, rather than developing agricultural and 
greenbelt land to cope with the ever-increasing housing need. The Government 
considers that it will also provide opportunities for first-time buyers by providing 
more affordable homes. The aim is laudable but the risk is that housing targets 
are reached by producing new slums and social isolation. Local authorities were 
able to apply for these permitted development rights to be removed from areas 
or towns thereby restricting the conversion of a property into multiple units, 
usually where it will change the special character of an area. CDC applied for 
District wide exemption but this was refused and it cannot apply again. 
 



 

Whilst there is nothing ADRA can do about this, we are deeply unhappy and do 
not consider it is the way to go to address housing need. We have noted 
‘dwellings’ being created that provide half of the space set out in Government 
minimum space standards. For example, instead of 37 square meters for a single 
person, the developer is providing 17 square metres of space. We have objected 
to the developments on the grounds of decency, but are aware that this is not a 
planning concept so holds no sway.  We do not wish to see Amersham 
‘warehousing’ its residents and will continue to raise our concerns about the use 
of these provisions to create what is in our opinion sub-standard housing.  
 

UPDATE TO AGM PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT @ SEPTEMBER 2019 

CH/2017/1637/FA Land Rear Of 61 Rickmansworth Road 
Amersham  
Residential development to create two 1 bed flats and 
two duplex flats with five residents' parking bays, bin 
store and cycle store 

Appeal 
dismissed 

PL/18/4593/RC Site Of Chiltern Pools, Drake Hall, 
Community Centre, Amersham Library and Associated Car 
Parks and Part Of King George V Playing Fields Chiltern 
Avenue and King George V Road Amersham HP6 5AH  
Demolition of existing buildings known as Chiltern Pools, 
Drake Hall, Chiltern Youth Centre and Amersham Library 
(excl. Annex and Barn Hall) and construction of a 
replacement two-storey (plus part-lower ground floor) 
leisure, sports and community building (Use Classes D1 
and D2), including 25m swimming pool, diving pool, 
multipurpose sports hall, squash courts, climbing walls, 
spa, library, community hall, fitness and gym studios, 
nursery and dedicated external sports equipment 
including MUGA and play areas alongside associated 
external car parking, coach drop off, cycling provision, 
alterations to vehicular access and landscaping. 
 

Approved with 
significant 
revisions  

PL/19/0530/FA Trees 36 Stanley Hill Amersham HP7 9HL 
Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of two 
apartment buildings, consisting of nine 2 bed apartments 
(plus 2 parking spaces per apartment) with new accesses 
off Clare Park and Stanley Hill 
 

Ongoing 



 

PL/19/1557/FA The First Sun House, 4 Highover Park 
Amersham HP7 0BN 
Single-storey rear/side extension, and internal and 
external alterations; replacement of existing railings to 
roof terrace, widening of entrance gate and driveway. 

Approved with 
amendments 

PL/19/1299/FA Green Park Copperkins Lane, Amersham 
HP6 5SS          Change of use of land to extend existing 
residential caravan site to provide 6 additional traveller 
pitches each containing a single static caravan and single 
touring caravan with associated 
hardstanding/infrastructure. 

Ongoing 

PL/19/1414/FA Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School 
Amersham Road Chesham Bois HP6 5PL 
Part single part two storey hall extension and stair link to 
connect with renovated former convent building to 
provide a new school entrance, school administration and 
staff facilities. New canopy to front and side of existing 
building. 

Ongoing 

PL/19/2163/FA Rear Of 64 & Alpha Court Whielden Street 
Amersham  
Demolition of 1-3 Alpha Court to facilitate erection of 8 
dwellings, with associated parking and cycle/bin store, 
creation of new vehicular access 

Approved 

PL/19/1118/PNO First and Second Floor 129 Station Road 
Amersham HP7 0AH 
Prior Notification under Class O of Part 3, Schedule 2 of 
the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) (England) Order 2015 - Change of Use from 
office (Use Class B1(a)) to 2 residential units (Use Class 
C3). 

Prior approval 
given 

PL/19/1749/PNO Turret House The Avenue Amersham 
HP7 0AB       PL/19/1749/PNO - Prior Notification under 
Class O of Part 3, Schedule 2 of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015.     Change of Use from office (Use Class B1(a)) 
to 5 residential flats (Use Class C3) 

Prior approval 
given 

PL/19/2048/FA Gamlyn Gay Gayton Close Chesham Bois 
Amersham HP6 6DW 
Demolition of detached dwelling and garage and erection 
of 4 detached dwellings with associated garages, carports 
and bin store. Creation of new vehicular access. 

Refused 



 

   
Chiltern Lifestyle Centre Update 

 
Councillor Liz Walsh, Amersham on the Hill Ward 

Cabinet Member for Healthy Communities 
Chiltern District Council 

 
 
After years of research, consultations and planning, I am delighted to confirm that 
work on the new Chiltern Lifestyle Centre is finally set to begin. For those of you 
who are new to the area or haven’t heard about this project yet, the Chiltern 
Lifestyle Centre is going to be a new community and leisure centre in Amersham 
on the site of the current Chiltern Pools building.  
 
Chiltern Pools is over 50 years old and in urgent need of repair. We considered 
keeping the existing centre running instead of building a new one but this would 
result in a considerable cost. The amount of work that would be required to make 
the current centre fit for purpose both now and for the future is simply not 
economical. Therefore building a brand new centre represents better value for 
money and it’s a fantastic opportunity to design a state of the art facility that 
provides everything the local community needs. 
 
The new Chiltern Lifestyle Centre will have an 8-lane 25 metre swimming pool 
with viewing, a diving / teaching pool alongside a kids' splash pad area, four 
badminton court sports hall, dry diving training facility, two squash courts, 
climbing wall, children's soft play area and clip 'n' climb, library, café area, pool 
spectator area, exercise studios, 150 station gym, community centre 
(events/theatre space and community meeting spaces) and spa. 
 
As part of these proposals, we will also be investing in the leisure centres in 
Chalfont St Peter and Chesham, starting when the Chiltern Lifestyle Centre 
building work commences. This means local residents in Amersham and 
surrounding towns and villages will be able to access excellent facilities for 
physical activity, social interaction and community activities, enabling the 
community to lead healthier lifestyles. 
 
After the initial years of development, the Chiltern Lifestyle Centre will deliver a 
good return on investment, enabling the facility to be delivered at no additional 
cost to the council tax payer. 
 



 

As with any major development, there will be some changes as we go through it, 
and our top priority is to ensure minimal impact on residents, current users of the 
Chiltern Pools and Pool staff. Exact dates and details about some of these 
arrangements are still being finalised, and we will update you all about these as 
soon as possible. The best thing to do is follow Chiltern District Council on Twitter 
or Facebook, or visit the Chiltern Lifestyle Centre website for the latest news and 
information at: https://chilternlifestylecentre.com/  
 
Work on site is expected to begin in November, but the first thing you may have 
noticed happening is the temporary relocation of Amersham Library. The library, 
which was located on the Chiltern Pools site in Amersham, will be demolished in 
November. Library services from that building ended in October. In order to 
ensure residents still have access to a local library for the duration of the building 
works, the council offices, which are just across the road from Chiltern Pools, is 
hosting the library during the development. The temporary library takes up part 
of the reception area of the King George V offices, with facilities like computers, 
photocopying, printing and scanning and the children's library all still being 
available. Unfortunately, some sessions like Bounce and Rhyme will temporarily 
halt during the development but parents and carers can still go to sessions at 
other libraries in the area. Amersham Registration Office which is currently in 
Amersham Library will also be in the council office on Thursdays. The new Chiltern 
Lifestyle Centre building will house Amersham Library once it is complete. 
 
We hope to have the new building complete and open by the end of 2021.  The 
existing leisure centre, community centre and Lindfield nursery will remain open 
throughout the construction period of the new centre. This is a really exciting 
development for Amersham and the surrounding areas and will benefit local 
people for generations to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Progress on creating new unitary Buckinghamshire Council 
 
With six months until it goes live on 1 April 2020, the programme to create the 
new single Buckinghamshire Council is making good progress. This new council 
will replace the existing five; Buckinghamshire County Council and the four district 
councils Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe.  
 
A Shadow Executive has been created with 17 elected members from across the 
current five councils to oversee the formation of the new Buckinghamshire 
Council and has met regularly over the summer. Implementing the new council is 
overseen by the Shadow Authority, consisting of all 202 current councillors. Its 
role is to ensure a smooth transition to the new council by 1 April 2020. A clear 
and detailed implementation plan is guiding the work, setting out the critical 
milestones for the coming months. A Shadow Authority Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee met for the first time in July. They will be meeting regularly over the 
coming months with a specific focus on looking at the budget and implementation 
plan for the new council. 
 
Activities to create the new council range from amalgamating existing budgets, to 
how we deal with customers, to registering the new council for VAT. On 23 July, 
Rachael Shimmin (current Chief Executive of Buckinghamshire County Council) 
was announced as the Chief Executive of the new Buckinghamshire Council.  
Since then, the recruitment to the new council’s corporate management team  
has begun and this should be completed by mid-October, with the next level of 
senior managers then due to be completed by the end of this year. 

 
Public engagement is important in developing the new council. In August and 
September the programme team sought views on a new Council Tax Reduction 
Scheme (how the new council will support people on low incomes by reducing 
their council tax bill). Later this month (Oct) and next, it will consult on the 
priorities and budget of the new council. Over the summer there were a series a 
workshops looking at how to create a more local council for the future. The views 
gathered during these sessions have been considered and used to help inform 
proposals which include establishing Community Boards across the county. A 
public consultation launched in August asked members, residents, town and 



 

parish councils and local community groups to give their view on how they 
thought these boards could work.  
 
After the new council goes live in April it will look at how best to use the existing 
current five councils’ bases across Buckinghamshire to make services accessible 
for all residents. A small central base for elected members and senior managers 
will be located at the Gateway, AVDC’s offices in Aylesbury, whilst the longer-
term strategy for the new council’s accommodation is developed.  
 
For all the latest news about the new Buckinghamshire Council, visit 
shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk or follow @DeliveringBucks on Twitter or 
Facebook. 
 
Contributed on behalf of Cllr Mark Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chesham & District Transport Users’ Group (‘CDTUG’) 

 
Our Group was set up under the auspices of Chesham Town Council in 2010 with 
the aim of providing a forum for users of local public transport services (trains, 
buses and to a lesser extent, taxis) primarily in Chesham and the surrounding 
areas, including Amersham and Chalfont.  We also strive to at least maintain (and 
hopefully improve) services in the area, against a continuing backdrop of financial 
cutbacks. 
 
So far as the local rail services are concerned, we belong to a Met Line User group 
called FOMLUC and participate in regular meetings with senior Met Line 
executives from TfL.  With regard to buses, we have direct links with the officers 
within Bucks County Council responsible for local transport finance and via them, 
we make representations to bus operators such as Arriva, Carousel, Red Rose etc. 
regarding any proposed alterations to timetables.  Most recently, we have taken 
steps to ensure a continuing subsidy to routes 71 and 73 from Little Chalfont to 
Whelpley Hill via Amersham and Chesham and are currently in discussions 
regarding timetable changes to route 55 serving Chesham, Amersham and 
Aylesbury via Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 
 



 

Our greatest success to date has been to secure the installation of Step-Free 
Access (“SFA”) at Amersham Station which should be completed in early 2020, 
despite the political difficulties posed by London Underground coming under the 
direct control of the Mayor of London. CDTUG is solely a public transport user 
group and as such, is non-political, but in striving to get TfL to spend money on 
the Met Line locally, we have come up against the fact that as the northern end of 
the Met Line falls outside the GLA boundary, there are no votes in it for the 
Mayor, so roughly beyond Moor Park where the line runs into Hertfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire, the Mayor is reluctant to spend money and our local MP  
Cheryl Gillan has termed this as a “democratic deficiency”. 
 
The new SFA is currently under construction at Amersham Station as a result of 
pressure put on TfL management.  Work was started about 10 years ago and then 
abruptly stopped, supposedly due to lack of funds and surprisingly, TfL then spent 
further sums on taking away what work they had actually done. CDTUG has been 
campaigning since then to get this SFA built, which is not only vital for the 
physically disabled, who find it almost impossible to access the street from 
Northbound trains, but also for the elderly and also young mothers with prams 
and pushchairs. 
 
Having been promised both new lifts and a new staircase to replace the existing 
time-expired rickety one, it is disappointing to find that the project has been 
scaled back and now even though there will be a new staircase incorporated into 
the works, it will be for staff use only. 
 
TfL were reluctant to give us SFA at Amersham at all, citing cost grounds (£10m +) 
which we queried from day 1.  However, after joining forces with Amersham 
Action Group we discovered that a virtually identical scheme had actually been 
built by Merseyrail at Birkenhead North at a cost of £2.5m, using consulting 
engineers based in Chesham (!), so when we confronted TfL with these facts, they 
found it extremely difficult not to accede to our request. 
 
The foregoing gives a flavour of the kind of difficulties we encounter and have to 
battle against time after time. 
 
CDTUG holds evening meetings at Chesham Town Hall roughly every 6 weeks and 
further details can be found on our website (www.cdtug.org).  We are a friendly 
bunch and welcome new members. 
 
Alan Wallwork – Secretary, CDTUG 

 



 

Chiltern U3A – the best kept secret 
 
We know that there are many people in and around Amersham who are not in full 
time employment but have never come across our U3A. We have a welcome for 
anyone retired or working part time. 
 
You can join Chiltern U3A and get access to our 100+ groups and activities for less 
than £30 per year. To put that in perspective, for the same amount you could get 
12 Costa ‘flat whites’, or 3 ‘senior’ tickets for the cinema, or 5 off peak return trips 
to central London. 
 
Compare these with numerous U3A activities of your choice, to enjoy with 
friends, morning and afternoon, 5 days a week all year! 
 
Some of our groups: 
x Art, craft and literature 
x Music, film and drama 
x Indoor and outdoor exercise and 

sport 
x Card and board games 
x Computers, science and 

technology 

x Excursions and outings 
x History, culture and current 

affairs 
x Languages 
x Wildlife and natural history 
x Singing, beginners and 

experienced. 

People tell us: 
“The U3A has enhanced all aspects of my life. I never imagined that being retired 
would be so much fun. At last I have learnt to play golf!” 
“It is so good to meet so many like-minded people at this stage of my life.” 
“I’m involved in so much. How did I ever have the time to do a full-time job!” 
No need to be bored, isolated or lonely 
Any kind of boredom, isolation or loneliness is really not good for our health. We 
all need a connection with other people - some of us don’t need much, some 
need lots. The great thing about U3A is that you can join just one activity a month 
or get involved every day. 
If you would like to join us or just find out more: 
Go to:  https://www.chiltern-u3a.org.uk or 
Email: u3anewmembers@chiltern-u3a.org.uk or 
Write to: New Member Secretary 
 6 Copperkins Grove, 
 Amersham HP6 5QD 
 
Contributed by Mike Hender, Chairman, Chiltern U3A 



 

AMERSHAM IN BLOOM 
 

  
 
We would again like to thank all those involved in Amersham in Bloom for the 
splendid job they have done during 2019 in creating and maintaining even more 
beautiful floral displays throughout the town. We are much indebted to all those 
who work so hard for our town’s benefit. 
 
At the recent Thames & Chiltern in Bloom regional awards ceremony Amersham 
received a Gold Award and: 
 
  Best Town 
  Gold Award for the Memorial Gardens 
  Best Park in Bucks, Berks and Oxfordshire 
  National Distinction for the Memorial Gardens 
  and an Outstanding Achievement Award for the Amersham in Bloom Team 
 
 
Many congratulations to the entire team. 
 

 



 

 
ADRA officers 

 
Chairman 
Carolyn Spencer 
37A Highfield Close 
Amersham HP6 6HQ 
725094 
carolynmspencer@virginmedia.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Geoff Platts 
12 Runrig Hill 
Chesham Bois HP6 6DL 
725063 
gcplatts@talktalk.net 
 
 

Membership Records Officer 
Malcolm Flack 
14 Highfield Close 
Amersham HP6 6HG  
728562 
malcolm.flack14@gmail.com 
 

Planning Officer 
Liz Jones 
Glendevon 
Drovers Lane 
Amersham HP7 9FF 
763695 
lizjoneshr@aol.com 
 
 

Secretary 
Penny King 
11 Piggotts End 
Amersham HP7 0JF 
722613 
penny@tympani.co.uk 
 

Environmental Officer 
Linda Flett 
14 Highland Road 
Amersham HP7 9AU 
lindacollings@talktalk.net 
 
 

Highways Officer 
Jon Jones 
Ruckles, Westmount Avenue 
Amersham HP7 0AY  
725392 
jonjones45@btinternet.com 
 

  
Christine Iles               Rosemary Dean 
5 Hyrons Close               42 Hollybush Lane 
Amersham HP6 6NH              Amersham HP6 6EB 
christineiles@hotmail.co.uk             rosemary.dean2@btinternet.com 
 



 

 

 
 
 

The annual Social Evening for ADRA members  
will take place on  

Wednesday 15th January 2020  
from 7.00pm to 9.00pm  

in the Large Barn Hall  
of Amersham Community Centre  

 

 

Notice is hereby given that 
the 2020 Annual General Meeting 

will be held on 
Tuesday 21st April 2020 

in the Amersham Free Church Hall 
 

Doors open 7.15pm, meeting to commence 7.30pm 
 

The following Special Resolution will be proposed: 
“That the constitution of the Association be amended to replace the 

requirement for the annual accounts to be audited with a requirement 
for them to be reviewed by an Independent Examiner, with effect from 

the end of the 2020 AGM.” 
 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 


